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ABSTRACT

Custom is one of the most essential elements of culture. There are a variety
of books about Vietnamese custom. However, most of them describe only
customary but not a full scientific understanding of customs and related
matters on theoretical aspects. In this research, we try to figure out a
possible concept in cultural research based on its content;, and suggest a
wide range of methodological issues on the basis of interdisciplinary
research.

TOM TAT

Phong tuc la mot trong nhimg thanh 16 quan trong nhdt ciia van hod. Néu
liét ké sdch viét vé phong tuc o Viét Nam ciing da co dén vai mieoi dau
sach. Tuy nhién, hau hét chi miéu ta phong tuc chir chwa ¢6 mot nhan thirc
khoa hoc day di vé phong tuc cing nhu cdc van d‘e co lién quan trén
phwong dién Iy lugn. Qua bai viét nay, ching t6i cé gang tim ra mot khdi
niém kha di trong nghién ciru phong tuc trén co' so ngi ham cua no; dong
thoi goi mét s6 van dé phirong phap ludn nghién cieu phong tuc trén co so
lién nganh.

Trich dan: Ta Buc Ta, 2016. Ngh‘ién clru phong tuc trén phuong dién khai niém va lién nganh. Tap chi Khoa
hoc Truong Pai hoc Can Tho. 43c: 81-86.

1 GIA TRI PHONG TUC TRONG CAC
KHAI NIEM VE VAN HOA

Khai niém vin hoa dugc hiéu theo nghia nhan
van rat rong. F. Mayor da néu dinh nghia vé van
hoa vira mang tinh khai quat vura c6 tinh dac thu:
"Vin hoa bao gdm tt ca nhimg gi lam cho dan toc
nay khéc véi dan toc khac, tir nhitng san phim tinh
vi hién dai nhét cho dén tin ngudng, phong tuc tip
qudn 1, 16i song va lao dong" (Radughin, 1997,
tr20). Khal niém nay dugc cong dong qudc té chép
nhan tai Hoi nghi lién chinh pht vé cac chinh sach
van hoa tai Venise, 1970.

! Chir in nghiéng trong cdc trich dan 13 chiing t6i (TDT)
nhan manh
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Vin hoa biéu hién trong li tuong song, trong
cac quan niém vé thé gioi va nhén sinh; trong lao
ddng va dau tranh, trong to chirc doi séng; nhim
tao dung moi trudng xi hoi, dong thoi thé hién Ii
tuong thim mi. Nha xa hoi hoc vin hoa ngudi Anh
E. B. Tylor, lan d4u tién néu dinh nghia vé vin hoa
(1871): "Vin hoa hay van minh? 1a mot chinh thé
phurc hop bao gém tri thire, tin ngudng, nghé thuat,
dao durc, phap luat, tdp tuc va bat ki nang luc, théi
quen ndo khac ma con nguoi can c¢é véi tu cach la
mot thanh vién cua xd hgi" (Radughin, 1997, tr16).
Vin hoé ctia mot dan tdc hiéu theo nghia can ban
nhét 1a toan bd nhiing cai ma qua d6, mét dan toc

2 Thoi diém B. Tylor viét quyén Van hod nguyén thuy
(1871), the gidi chua c6 su phan biét gilra van hod va
van minh
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ty biéu hién minh, ty nhan biét minh va giup
cac dan toc khac nhan biét minh. Boi vdy, van hod
14 noi thé hién rd nhét tinh than dan toc, ban sic
dan toc, ddng thoi ciing 1a noi thé hién ¥ thirc va
nhiing phuong thirc tiép nhan nhiing gia tri clia cc
dan toc khac theo tinh than cing tham dy va cing
chia sé.

Nha nghién ctru Nguyén Vin Hau trong bai Di
tim ban sdc vian hod ddn téc qua thé giGi biéu
twong (2012) cho rang: “Cé thé ndi ban sic vin
hoéa dan tdc chinh 12 sy thé hién cua tim 1y dan toc,
duoc biéu hién ra & 16i séng, nép séng, O phong tuc
va tdp quan, & su ua thich, cach suy nghi va ¢ ca
thang bang gia tri xa hoi, bao gém cd s¢ truong va
s¢ doan. Tat ca cung hién ra nhitng nét doc dao,
ddc sic nham phan biét gitra dan toc nay voi dan
toc khac. Ban sic van hoa dan toc 1a sy biéu hién
vé ban linh sang tao ctia mdi dan toc. N6 duoc két
tinh thanh nhitng biéu tugng vin hoa va thong qua
cac hé théng biéu tuong, ta co thé hiéu dugc tinh
cach cua dan toc d6” (Nguyén Van Hau, 2012, tai
liéu trén mang).

6] day co thé nhan dién gia tri phong tuc bao
gdm ca “so truong va s doan”, tirc ban than phong
tuc ham chtra ca yéu td tich cyc 1an yéu t6 khong
tich cyc. Cac dinh nghia van hoa dudi dang liét ké
thanh t6, bao gio ciing c6 thanh té phong tuc.
Phong tuc 12 mét trong nhitng thanh t6 quan trong
nhét ctia vin hoa.

Vé 1y luan, cho rang phong tuc thudc phuong
dién tinh thn, A.A. Radughin viét: “Vin hod tinh
thdn bao gdm tong thé nhimg két qua cua hoat
dong tinh than va mat khac, bao gém chinh ca hoat
dong tinh than 4y. Nhimg gia twong cia vin hoa
tinh than ton tai dudi nhitng hinh thirc hét sirc da
dang. P6 1a nhitng phong tuc, chuan myc, mau
hanh vi cua con ngudi d@ hinh thanh nén trong
nhing diéu kién x4 hoi cu thé” (Radughin, 1997, tr
113). Nhing san pham ciia hoat dong tri tué va van
hoa tinh than ndy cing véi nhimng sin pham cua
san xuét vat chat va cong nghé chinh 14 hoat dong
sdng cta con ngudi & moi thoi dai.

2 VE KHAI NIEM PHONG TUC

Cho dén nay, c6 kha nhiéu nha nghién ctru
khi ban vé phong tuc da ¢é ging néu ra mot cach
hiéu vé& n6. Nhitng cach hiéu nay, tuy theo muc
dich nghién ciru ma c6 nhimng kiéu dinh nghia
khac nhau:

Duong Van bBam trong Tur T hé phong thé ky

cho rang: “Phong tuc 1a nhing thdi quen trong doi
song, truyén tir doi ndy qua doi khiac. My tuc
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thuong dwoc luwu gitr, hi tyc thi dan bét di. Mot s6
phong tuc lang xua, nay van hién hitu trong doi
song thudng nhat, hay con ghi nhé trong tdm thirc
nguoi dan, dang nim trong ludng bién hoa trén”
(Duong Van Bam, 2013, tr129).

Nam Viét trong Vén hod phong tuc thé giéi qua
hinh dnh viét: “Phong tuc 1a nét ddc trung riéng
ciia moi dan téc trén thé gidi, tro thanh ludt tuc an
sdu vao doi sdng cua nhan dan. Méi truong vin
ho4 1a mét trong nhitng nhan t6 quyét dinh dén
phong tuc. Van hod phong tuc la nhiing can cur
quan trong dé danh gia chii quyén van hoa ctia mdi
dan toc. Boi vi n6 phan anh tam tu tinh cam, dién
mao tinh thin va nhimng thang tram lich sir cia dan
toc do, tir 6 giup con ngudi hiéu dwoc qua khir va
hién tai” (Nam Viét, 2011, tr 3).

Truong Thin trong 101 diéu can biét vé tin
nguwéng va phong tuc cho rang: “Phong tuc la toan
bo nhitng hoat dgng song ciia con nguoi duge hinh
thanh trong qua trinh lich st va 6n dinh thanh né
nép, duoc cong d@)ng thira nhan, truyén tir thé hé
nay sang thé hé khac. Phong tuc khong mang tinh
¢b dinh, bat budc nhu nghi thirc, nghi 1&, nhung
ciing khong tuy tién nhu hoat dong song thuong
ngay. N6 tré thanh mot tdp quan xa hoi tuong ddi
bén ving va tuong dbi théng nhat.

Phong tuc ¢6 thé & mot dan toc, dia phuong,
tang 16p xa hoi hay tham chi mot dong ho, gia toc.
Phong tuc 14 mot bo phan ciia vin hoa va cé thé
chia thanh nhiéu loai. Hé théng phong tuc lién
quan dén vong doi ngudi, nhu: phong tuc vé sinh
dé, trudng thanh, cudi xin, mung tho va lén ldo...
Hé thdng phong tuc lién quan dén hoat dong cua
con ngudi theo chu ky thoi tiét trong nim, hé
thong phong tuc lién quan dén chu ky lao dong cua
con nguoi.

‘Phong’ 1a né nép da lan tmyén rong rdi, ‘tuc’
la théi quen lau doi. Noi dung phong tuc bao ham
moi sinh hoat x4 hoi... Phong tuc c6 thir da trd
thanh luat tuc, an sau, bén ré trong nhan dan rat bén
chat, c6 suc manh hon ca dao ludt. Trong truyén
thdng van hoa ciia dan toc ta, co nhiéu thuan phong
my tuc cho dao ly lam nguoi, ky cuong xa hoi”
(Truong Thin, 2010, tr 5).

V6i nhitng cach hiéu nhu trén, c6 thé cho ta
mdt hinh dung gdém tit ca cac sinh hoat cta con
nguoi duge thyc hién trong cong dong du nho hay
16n déu 1a phong tuc. Pao Duy Anh trong Viét Nam
van hod sir cwong in lan dau nam 1938 ciing cho
rang “vin hoa ttc 14 sinh hoat”. Ong bién luan nhu
sau: “Hoc thuat tu tuong cd nhién 1a ¢ trong pham
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vi van hoa nhung pham sy sinh hoat vé chinh tri,
vé xa hoi cung hét thay cdc phong tuc tdp qudn tam
thuong lai khong phai 1a & trong pham vi van hoa
hay sao? Hai tiéng vin hoa chang qua l1a chi chung
tdt ca cac phwong dién sinh hoat ciia lodi nguoi
cho nén ta c6 thé ndi rang: van hod tirc la sinh
hoat” (Pao Duy Anh, 1938, tr 11). Phan viét vé
phong tuc, tir trang 150 — 187 sach da dan, DPao
Duy Anh ban ndi ham va nhimng biéu hién cua
phong tuc, nhung chii yéu moé ta, giai thich kha
nhiéu phong tuc ctia Viét Nam, va tt ca déu la cac
sinh hoat trong doi sdng c4 nhan con ngudi trong
xa hoi Viét Nam truyén thong.

Tran Ngoc Thém trong Tim vé ban sdc van hod
Viét Nam cho rang: “Doi sbng mdi ca nhén trong
cong déng duoc t6 chirc dudi nhitng tap tuc dugc
lan truyén tir doi nay sang doi khac” (Trin Ngoc
Thém, 2004, tr 233). Day co thé xem 1a mot dinh
nghia ngin gon vé phong tuc. Trong phan ly giai cu
thé, tac gia viét: “Do 1a nhing thoi quen di a an séu
vao doi song xa hoi tir 1au doi, dugc dai da 6 moi
ngudi thira nhan va lam theo (phong: gio; fuc: thoi
quen; phong tuc: théi quen lan rong)” (Tran Ngoc
Thém, 2004, tr 256). Tac gia Tran Ngoc Thém xép
phong tuc vao van hoa t6 chirc doi song ca nhan.
Day 1a cach sap xép hop 1y trong cAu triic van hoa
3 thanh phan: nhan thirc, t6 chic va tng xir véi
moi truong.

Tir dién Tir Hai (1989) giai thich: “Trai qua quéa
trinh 1au dai noi theo ma thanh phong tuc, tap tuc.
Khong Dinh Dat trong Hdn Thuw, phan Dia Iy chi
no6i 18: Pham dan da noi theo tinh cia ngii thuong
ma c6 sy manh yéu, nhanh chdm khéng giéng nhau
trong thanh am c6 lién quan téi phong khi, thuy thd
thi goi 1a phong; con nhu thai d§ yéu ghét, 1§y bo,
dong tinh bat thuong tuy himg thi goi 1a tuc. D6 1a
cach 1y giai cho phong tuc. Phong va tuc néu dbi
1ap thi khong khac biét nhiéu, nhin rong ra thi
nghia tuong thong” (TPT dich; Tu Hai, 1989, tr
2460).

Duong Thi Liéu trong Gido trinh Vin hod kinh
doanh giai thich don gian nhung kha dé hiéu:
“Phong tuc, tap quan 1a nhiing hanh vi Gmg xw, thoi
quen, nép sinh hoat tuong dbi 6n dinh cla cdc
thanh vién trong nhom xi hoi duoc luu truyén tir
thé hé nay qua thé hé khac” (Duong Thi Liéu,
2013, tr 25).

Trén phuong dién khai niém, A.A Radughin
viét: “Phong tuc — d6 1a nhitng miu hanh vi toan
ven, quen thudc, khong nhan thirc dugc that rd
rang. Phong tuc bao gdm nhiing truyén thong dirgc
duy tri va thuc hanh thong qua cac hanh déng nghi
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Ié va ton gido, ma trong d6 nhat thiét phai co
nhitng dinh hwéng dao dirc. Xét vé mat lich st,
phong tuc phai duoc rén rila trong mot moi truong
xa hoi nao do, phai dugc thuc hanh va thir thach
trong mot thoi gian dai, tirc 1 phong tuc la nhiing
khuén mau hanh vi dwoc xd héi hod va chudn miec
hod, dugc ghi nhan trong ky trc xa hoi va dugc
truyén lai tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khac nhu dang
hanh vi trong lao dong, sinh hoat, giao tiép, gido
duc... Ciing nhu bit ky khuén mau nao, phong tuc
chua dung su cho phép thuc hién nhiing hanh dong
nhét dinh va khi 4y, n6 déng vai trd thuét toan thuc
hién. Nhung phong tuc ciing c6 thé dong vai tro
cam dodn, va khi a?iy né thyc hién chirc nang thuat
toan ngan chin nhimg nhimg hanh dong nhat dinh
cua con nguoi” (Radughin, 1997, tr115).

Chung t6i cho rang day 1a khai niém chuan myc
va dﬁy du nhét cua mot nhan thue khoa hoc — khai
niém — vé phong tuc. Tt ca cic cach hiéu khac
nhau cua cac nha nghién ciru Viét Nam khi ban vé
phong tuc déu khong ra khoi pham vi cia dinh
nghia nay. Trudc hét, phong tuc 1a mot chudn muec
hanh vi diéu chinh moi dong cla con nguoi, ¢ day
duoc hiéu 14 ca tinh than 1an vat chat. D6 1a tudn
thii (cho phép - thuat toan thuc hién) hodc loai trir
(cém doan - thuat toan ngédn chan); né nhu la mot
“khé wdc x4 hoi” 3 nhim dam bao su hop tac gitra
ngudi va ngudi thong qua nhitng “truyén théng
duoc duy tri” va c6 “dinh huéng dao dirc”. Phong
tuc mac nhién duo’c thira nhdn trong mot cong
dong boi “khudn mau hanh vi duoc xi hoi hod va
chudn myc hoa”.

T nhitng nhan thtrc khoa hoc nhu trén, chung
toi dinh nghia gon lai nhu sau: Phong tuc la
nhirng théi quen sinh hoat trong doi song dwoc
cong dong thira nhan va truyén tir doi nay qua
doi khic, 1a nét dic trung riéng clia mdi cong
dong, dan toc.

Dinh nghia nay c6 3 thanh t6 quan trong gitip
chi ra ddc trung, ban chat ctiia phong tuc ma khong
lan véi cac doi tugng khac, do 1a:

— nhitng thoi quen sinh hoat trong doi song;

— dugc cong déng thira nhan,;

truyén tir doi ndy qua doi khac.

Dic trung thi nhét, phong tuc trudc hét 1a
nhimg théi quen sinh hoat trong doi song clia con
ngudi, nghia la tat ca nhimg théi quen nao trong
cudc séng, tir don gian dén phirc tap, duong tinh
hay 4m tinh (v& mat gia tri xa hoi: tot — khong tdt)

3 Tac pham cua Jean-Jacques Rousseau
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déu co thé tré thanh phong tuc, mién 1a phai dap
ung dugc thém hai dac trung bén dudi no.

Dic trung thi hai, théi quen 4y phai duoc cong
ddng thira nhan, nghia 1a n6 phai c6 gia tri nhét
dinh trong cong ddng 4y, ma theo A.A. Radughin
chinh 1a sy “cho phép” hodc “cam doan” boi no
quy dinh “khuén méau hanh vi” va dugc “chuan
muc hoa”.

Dic trung thir ba cho thdy thoi quen 4y da duoc
“rén rlia trong mot moi trudng xa hdi nao do6, dugc
thuc hanh va thir thach trong mot thoi gian dai” dé
tr¢ thanh chuén hanh vi trong lao dong, sinh hoat,
giao tiép, gido duc... Cac thé hé tiép nhan mac
nhién thira nhan chung du cho d6i lac “khong nhan
thirc duoc that 13 rang” vé chung.

3 PHONG TUC TREN PHUONG DIEN
LIEN NGANH

Lién nganh (interdisziplin) trong nghién cutu
khoa hoc 1a ¢6 sy tham gia cua hon moét nganh
khoa hoc. D¢ 1a sy van dung phuong phap, két qua
cua cac nganh khoa hoc gan, dé twong db6i 6n dinh
vé d6i tuong dé nghién ciru mot nganh méi hon
nhung it nhiéu phirc tap vé dbi twong nghién ciru.
A.ARadughin cho ring: “Vin hoa khong chi
nghién ctru van hoa nodi chung ma con nghién ciru
cac linh vyc khac nhau, thuong 1a nhitng linh vuc
hét stc dic thu trong doi sdng vin hoa va tic dong
qua lai (thAm chi xAm nhap 13n nhau) véi nhan hoc,
dan toc hoc, tAm than hoc, tim 1y hoc, xa hoi hoc,
ngodn ngir hoc... va ddng thoi giit b mit cia riéng
minh. Néi cach khac, van hoa hoc 1a nganh nhéan
van tong hop” (Radughin, 1997, tr39).

Pung vay, voi ban chit nhu dd trinh bay,
nghién ctru vin hoa phong tuc nhat thiét phai dua
trén co sd lién nganh. R. Linton, mdt nha nhan loai
hoc ngudi My trong cdng trinh Xa hoi, van hod va
ca nhan — nhitng khai niém khoa hoc xa hoi co tinh
lién nganh cho rang ban than ddi twong nghién da
c6 tinh lién nganh thi phuong phap nghién ctu
cling phai lién nganh, ong viét: “Nha nghién ctru
ma chi tim cach 1am viéc nham vao mét linh vuc
(van hod) khong c6 lién h¢ nao voéi hai linh vuc kia
(c4 nhan, x3 hoi) thi s& bi bé tic (...) mot khoa hoc
vé umg xir ciia con ngudi (chinh 13 vin hod), ma
khoa hoc nay thdng nhat dwoc cac két qua cia tim
1y hoc, ctia x4 hdi hoc va nhan hoc thanh mot hop
dé (synthese)” (dan theo Nguyén Tri Nguyén,
2006, sdd, tr12). Trén phuong dién lién nganh,
A.A. Radughin viét: “Phong tuc — d6 12 mét trong
nhitng hién twong phd bién nhét trong lich sir tinh
than cua loai nguoi. Cac cong trinh nghién ctru cla
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dan toc hoc cho thdy ring phong tuc dong vai trd
thong tri v6i tu cach 1a yéu té diéu chinh chi yéu
hanh vi trong xd hoi co dai, chu yéu trong moi
truong sinh hoat hing ngay, ma nét dic trung 1a on
dinh va theo théi quen. Trong ciu truc xa hoi hién
dai hon va nang dong hon, phong tuc dong vai tro
khong bat budc bing, nhung van hién dién trong
bat ky nén van hod phdt trién ndo” (Radughin,
1997, tr114). Qua vay, phong tuc d6i khi trd thanh
luét tyc, & nhitng cong ddng nhit dinh, doi khi nd
c6 strc manh hon cé nhitng dao luit. Viét Nam ta
c6 cau “Phép vua thua 1¢ lang” chinh la phan anh
thuc t& nay. Khi c6 nhimg diéu khong thé ly giai
bang kién thic, bang khoa hoc thi nhiing phong
tuc, nhitng “ma thuat” tré nén hitu dung *. Trong
tmyén théng van hoa cuia dan toc Viét Nam, co
nhiéu thuan phong my tuc can cho dao 1y lam
nguoi, ky cuong xa hoi.

Phong tuc 1a truyén thong van hod luu giit va
hién hitu cac ky trc van hoa dan toc. Ky trc van hoa
“chtra dung ham luong thong tin cac gia tri van hoa
cua qua khir qua cac truyén thdng vin hoa dan toc,
tao nén ban sic va su da dang vin hod, no ciing
thiét yéu ddi voi su séng con nguoi tua nhu su da
dang sinh hoc trong thé gidi ty nhién (...) Ky tc
van hoa la birc tranh tu hoa cia méi dan tdc, nd
khong chi 1a thé phach ma con 1a tinh anh cua cac
dan tdc, n6 khong chi la ban linh cua dan toc ma
con 1a ban sic dan toc” (Nguyén Tri Nguyén, 2010,
tr125).

Khé twong dong voi quan niém trén, Jan
Assmann néu nhan dinh: “Duéi khai niém ky tc
van hod chung ta bao ham su tdn tai ddc thu cua
moi xd hdi va moi thoi dai qua cac van ban, cac
hinh anh va phong tuc dugc tai tao s dung, trong
su bao ton nay ky trc vin hoa cung ¢b va truyén tai
btrc chan dung ty hoa ciia cong dong, mot sy nhan
thirc cong déng duoc chia sé mdt cach dac biét”
(dan theo Nguyén Tri Nguyén, 2010, tr124).

Phong tuc d6i khi tr¢ thanh ludt tuc, an sau, bén
ré trong nhan dan rit bén chit, c6 sitc manh hon ca
nhimg dao ludt. Dong thoi no6 cling 1a mot sy bao
ton, cing cb va truyen tai nhitng nét van hoa riéng
ctia mot cong dong. Trong truyén thng vin hod

4 Tac phdm Ma thudt, Khoa hoc va Ton gido (Magic,
Science and Religion anh Other Essays) cua B.
Milinowski, 1y giai sy can thiét cua ma thudt khi chua c6
khoa hoc (su hiéu blet) va sy can thiét ciia ton gido nhu
1a sy ciru 181 & cac nén hoa trén thé gidi. Ma thuat & day
duogc hiéu 1a nhitng hanh vi (phong tuc, tin ngudng) dé
con nguoi hanh dong trudc nhitng viéc ma ban than ho
khéng co nhitng hiéu biét rd rang
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ctia dan toc ta, c6 nhiéu thudn phong my tuc can
cho dao ly lam ngudi, ky cuong x@ hoi va cb két
cong dong Vé van dé nay, tic gia Nguyén Tri
Nguyén rat c¢6 1y khi nhan xét: “Khi dwoc danh
thirc va phat huy, truyén thdng van hoa va ky tc
véan hod s€ tr¢ thanh mot tiém néng tinh than to 16n
trong doi song Cong dong, nd c6 mot vai tro quan
trong nhu vat chat nhu ning luong, nhu stre song
trong su phat trién kinh t& va xa hoi cia cac dan
toc” (Nguyén Tri Nguyén, 2010, tr129).

Theo quan diém triét hoc vin hoa ciia Oxvald
Spengler thi: “Pidc trung ciia mdi nén vin hoa la
cach nhin va cach nhan thtc thé gi6i, nhu cach
nhin va cach nhan thirc thién nhién, hoan toan
riéng biét, hay noi theo cach khac, mbi nén vin hoa
c6 thién nhién doc dao riéng ctia minh ma khong
mdt ngudi nao thudc nép nghi khac co thé thay
gidng hét nhu thé dwoc” (Tac pham Hodang hon &
phuong Tay, dan theo Radughin, 1997, tr57). Xet
van dé van hoa phong tuc thi mdi cong ddng, dan
toc c6 nhimg phong tuc riéng, thé hién tim thir,
nép nghi, c6 khi 1a ca ty nhién cia cong dong Ay.
Chinh vi vay, ta théy nhitng phong tuc la trén thé
gi61, tham chi nguoi ta goi d6 1a quai dan, ky quac
van mic nhién tdn tai va duoc duy tri. Chung ta
khong cung nhan thuc véi ho, khong & vao hoan
canh ty nhién va mdi truong xa hoi cia ho thi
khong tai nao hiéu dugc phong tuc cua ho. Hay noi
nguoc lai, nhitng phong tuc ma ngudi cia mot nén
van hoa khac phan xét 1a ky quac, quai dan trai lai
khong xa la v6i ho chiit ndo; tham chi cé khi trong
mét ho, nhitng théi quen ma cong ddng ching ta
dang thura nhén, lai xa la, ky quéc trong mit ho!
Day 1a gia tri ma triét hoc van hoa goi ¥ dé nhén
xét mot nén van hoa khac chung ta, doi phai phai
xem xét van dé mot cach bién chung va trén quan
diém lich st - cu thé. Bén canh do, trudc sy “xam
nhdp” manh m& cua khoa hoc ki thuat hién dai,
quan niém trlet hoc van hoa cua O.Spengler cling
canh bao nén vin minh méi va khoa hoc phat trién
thi ¢4 thé 1am cho tdm hon con ngudi tan lyi, 6ng
viét: “Bo ndo 1én ngdi vua boi tim hon da vé huu”
(dan theo Radughin, 1997, tr60). Nhiing hiéu biét
khoa hoc, hanh xt 1y tinh s& lam cho tim hdn
chung ta chai san. No6i cach khac, mudn tdm hon
chung ta cang khoang dat, an nhién tu tai thi suy
nghi ly tri va khoa hoc phai it di. Nhu vay, quan
niém triét hoc van hoa cua O. Spengler c6 thién
hudng bao luu truyén thong.

Quan niém xa hdi hoc cua Herbert Spencer cho
rang cac hién tuong, cac qua trinh xa hoi ludn gan
lién v6i cac ca nhan véi tat ca nhitng dic diém vé
dong co, nhu ciu, tinh cam, tri tué va hanh dong
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phtc tap, da dang. Nghién ctru phong tuc ciing
khong dugc phep bo qua nguyén tac nay, ching ta
can chi y dén dong co, nhu ciu, tinh cam, tri tué
cong dong khi ho c6 nhitng hanh dong tao nén thoi
quen dé tré thanh phong tuc. Chiing ta gia st rang,
néu nhiing thoi quen ay khong dugc thuc hién thi
c6 anh huong dén két qua trong hanh dong cia
cong dong ay hay khong? Chung ta rd rang chua
thé két luan chéc chin, nhung mot chéc chin 1a néu
khong thuc hién dung thoi quen do6 thi cong dong
d6 rat khong an tam khi hanh dong. D6 khong phai
1a mot 161 mon, ma d6 1a mot kiéu thuc tu duy.
Quan niém cta H.Spencer vé mot thiét ché x3 hoi
cling rat hitu dung trong nghién ctru phong tuc.
Ong cho rang thiét ché xa hoi 1a mot kiéu to chirc
x4 hoi xudt hién va hoat dong nhiam dam bao dap
g céc nhu cau, yéu cau chirc ning co ban cua hé
thong xa hoi, dong thoi kiém soat cac hoat dong
cua cac ca nhan va cac nhom trong xa hoi. Trong
s6 cac thiét ché xa hoi, H. Spencer dic biét chi ¥
dén thiét ché gia dinh dong ho, thiét ché nghi 1€,
thiét che chinh tri, thiét ché ton gido va thiét che
kinh té. Day la nhiing thlet ché co ban cua doi song
x4 hoi. Khai quat lai véAn dé, thiét ché chinh 1a mot
hinh thire t8i vu dé duy tri trat tw xa hoi. Thiét ché
¢6 kha nang giup cong dong cing cd, duy tri va
thich nghi v&i méi truong sdng con chira dung
nhiéu rui ro, bat tric. Phong tuc trong doi song xi
héi cling nhu mot thlet ché, gitp cong dong an tim
khi thyc thi mot van dé nao d6, du co thé khong
biét rd nhung hoan toan tin 1a ding. Ban chat thiét
ché 1a mot hé thdng nhing hoat dong ¢6 muc dich
gbém nhiing nguoi tham gia va quan hé gitra ho;
nhitng quy tic ma cac thanh vién bét budc phai
thuce thi; ¢6 ndi dung hoat dong, cong cu hoat dong
va chirc nang dugc thuc hién. Trong vdn hoa phong
tuc, chtrc ning cudi cing cua né 1a dem lai niém tin
cho cac thanh vién cia cong dong tham gia thuc
hién hoat dong phong tuc d6. Bén déy, van dé duoc
giai quyét hoan toan theo thuyét chirc ning luan
(Functionallism). Phong tuc, & mt phuong dién
nao do, tuong tu nhu “ma thuat” ma B. Malinowski
gidi thich: “Tuy ma thuét 14 gid khoa hoc (phong
tuc ciing vy — TDT nhén manh), nhung c6 chirc
nang quan trong d6i v6i con ngudi nhu nghi 18 hoa
va cung c0 niém tin, hy vong, sy lac quan cta con
nguoi trong cudc déu tranh chong lai su so hai,
nghi ngd va bi quan” (dan theo Lé Ngoc Hung,
2011, tr220). Radcliffe Brown chi ra rang: “Céc
nghi 1&, ma thuat (va phong tuc — TDT bd sung,
nhin manh) c6 chirc nang giam bdt cam giac lo sg
hiém nguy va tao ra cam giac yén tam, an toan xa
hoi” (dan theo Lé Ngoc Hung, 2011, tr225).



Tap chi Khoa hoc Truong Pai hoc Can Tho

Trong bdi canh ngay nay, néu biét khai thac hét
gi tri ctia vin hoa truyén théng néi chiing, vin hoa
phong tuc noi riéng cling la mot dong lyc manh mé
cho phat trién dan toc. Nghién ciru van hoa phong
tuc nhét thiét cAn nhitng hiéu biét lién nganh vé
dan tdc hoc, xa hoi hoc, van hoa dan gian va quan
trong c6 1& 1a triét hoc van hoa dé giai ma nhing
tang sau nhat, bién ching nhit ciia phong tuc ddi
v6i doi séng vin hoa xa hoi cua con ngudi. Boi du
mubn hay khong thi vin hoa phong tuc van hién
hiru va chi phdi mot phin quan trong trong doi
séng x4 hoi. Nhiém vu nghién ctru van hoa hoc la
Iy giai ban chit dé tim ra nhimg quy luat van dong
cua hé thong phong tuc nay, tdn dung kha nang c6
két cong dong cua ching dé duy tri trat tw xa hoi,
ddng thoi nang cao doi song van hoa tinh than cua
con nguoi.
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