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Tém tit

Ky nit ho Téng 1a tac pham ma Nguyén Vian Xuédn tdm dédc nhét khi con sdng. Cudn tiéu thuyét phan anh vé giai doan
lich st ntra dau thé ky XVII ¢ Pang Trong. Tac phém da dat ra rat nhiéu van dé, suy tu, quan diém khac nhau. Bén canh
cam htng phé phan va té cdo tham vong quyén luc, tién bac, tinh duc..., nha van con bay to long cam thuong dbi voi
than phén phu nir. Nhitng nhén vét nit nhu cong chia, thiéu nit quy toc hay gia dinh nghéo, s6 phan bat hanh cua ho
gidng nhu quan co trong mot tro choi vé quyén lyc, tién bac. D6 1a tiéng noi “x6t thuong cho thé thai nhan tinh, cho sd
phan, kiép ngudi” ctia nhitng ngudi phu nit trong thoi ky loan lac.

Tir khéa: Ky nir ho Téng; Nguyén Vin Xuén; than phan phu nit; bac ménh.
Abstract

“Ky nu ho Tong” is Nguyen Van Xuan’s most favourite literature work when he was alive. The novel reflects the
historical period of the first half of the XVI1I century in Dang Trong. The work of literature has given a lot of problems,
thought-provoking titles and different perspectives. Besides the inspiration for criticizing and denouncing the ambitions
of power, money, sexuality and so on, the writer also expressed compassion on women’s fate. The fates of female
characters such as princesses, noble young ladies or the poor were like the chess pieces in the game of power, money.
That was the voice of “mercy to the humanity, fate and life” for the women in turbulent time.
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1. Dat van deé ve tac pham nay: “Ky nit ho Tong, mdt cudn

Ky nit ho To”'ng [1]1a tidu thuyé t day dan va sach chi ¢ thé viét duoc béi mot nha vian day

thanh cdng nhat ciia Nguyén Van Xuan sau gin
70 nim cam bat. Ngay sau khi phat hanh, tic
pham di dugc cong ching don nhan rong rai,
duogc Lién hi€ép Hoi Van hoc nghé thuat thanh
phd Pa Néng trao giai A, Lién hiép Hoi Vin
hoc nghé thuét toan qudc trao giai A nam 2003.
Nha vin Nguyén Ngoc di c6 nhan dinh sau sic
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dan kinh nghiém nghé, chim ndi trai nghiém
doi, mdt hoc gid uyén bac, ma van khong hoan
toan danh mat di su tdo bao tré trung ting cé
hon ntra thé ky trude” [2].

Ky nit ho Tong cua Nguyén Vin Xuén xdy
dung cong phu vé mot giai doan lich st nua
dau thé ky XVII ¢ Dang Trong. Nhan vét chinh
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1a Téng Thi, nguoi dan ba c6 that dudi thoi cac
chiia Nguyén Phudc Nguyén (chiia Sai), chia
Nguyén Phuéc Lan (chua Thuong) va chua
Nguyén Phudc Tan (chiia Hién). Chinh sir tridu
Nguyén ghi chép rat van tat vé ba, rang ba la vo
tran thi Quang Nam - Nguyén Phudc Ky, con
dau chua Sai, chi dau va tinh nhan cia chua
Thuong, vé sau tu théng véi Chuoéng dinh
Nguyén Phudc Trung (em rudt chua Thugng)
muu lam phén, bi chua Hién xur tir. Du bj coi 1a
“nghich than” song str sach van khen ngoi nhan
sdc cung tai dn ndi ciia ba Tong. D6 13 co s¢ dé
Nguyén Vin Xuan danh khoang gan 10 nam dé
viét tiéu thuyét lich st nay.

Qua tic pham, Nguyén Vin Xuén da dit ra
rat nhiéu van d&, chiéu canh, suy tu trong sang
tac tim huyét nhat cia minh. Néu nhu phan noi
cliia tac phdm 13 cam hung phé phén, t& cdo
nhitng tham vong quyén luc, tién bac, sic duc...
thi ciing c6 rat nhiéu goc khuat can tinh tdm
nghién ngdm. Mot van dé duoc nha vin quan
tam sau sic 1a su thuong cam ddi voi s6 phan
ctia ngudi phu nit trong xa hoi phong kién Viét
Nam thoi loan lac. Piém qua cac nhan vat phu
nir trong tiéu thuyét Ky nit ho Tong tir chinh
dén phy, xuat hién tir dau dén cudi hay chi mot
vai chi tiét ctia tiéu thuyét, thi cam nhan chung
nhét vé s phén cua ho 1a ho”‘ng nhan bac ménh.
Tiéu thuyét nhu gop thém tiéng néi t6 cio su
bat binh dang trong xi hoi phong kién thoi ky
suy tan. Nguoi phu nir Viét xua chiu nhidu bat
cOng, bit binh dang cua “I& gido phong kién
trén hai phuong dién, 4p birc giai cip va ap biic
gidi tinh” [3].

2. S6 phéan bt hanh ciia nhirng ngudi phu
nir trong tiéu thuyét
2.1. Con giii ciia chita Nguyén va cdc quan lai

Néu theo cich nghi théng thuong, nhiing
nhan vat phu nit 1a cac cong nir, tiéu thu, con
chiia Nguyén va cac quan lai s& duoc hudng
cudc séng an nhan, hanh phiic. Vay nhung

trong tiéu thuyét nay, ho di phai ném trai nhiéu
ndi budn, tham chi 13 ding cay, mat mat. Boi
ho khéng c6 quyén lya chon hanh phic cho
minh, ho bi cha me coi nhu nhitng mén hang,
nhtrng quan bai phuc vu cho muc dich chinh tri.

Nhan vat “con ut cua chta Sai” [4], con
duogc goi 1a “ba Pho ma” da goi cho ching ta
nhiéu suy nghi. La nguoi con gai quyén quy ma
dén tén riéng ciing khong dugc dé cap, qua dé
ciing phan anh phan nao vé than phan phu
thugc cta ho (nho thi phu thudc cha me, léy
chong thi phu thudc chdng). Nang lay Hién
Hung theo sy sap dit ciia chua. Hién Hung von
1a dai thuong gia, chi mot thuyén budn 16n tir
Nhat Ban thuong giao thuong tai Hoi An (tén la
Sataro, song dé dé goi, dugc chiia “ban ho
Nguyén Dai Luong, tén Hién Hung”). Nhan vat
ba Pho ma chi duoc dé cép ngan gon trong vai
doan vian dén tham Téng Thi sau khi Nguyén
Phuc Ky mat. Nhat 14 tir khi vo chong 6ng Hién
Hung dugc 1énh vé Nhat gap, nén da dién ra
“cudc chia tay day nudc cua hai nguoi dan ba
tré, dep, mot ngudi sém goa bua va mot nguoi
s& chiu canh xa x vinh vién”.

Ba Pho mi nghi dén canh theo chong vé
Nhat, mot dat nude xa x01, ngan trung céch tro
ma ra nudc mit nhd dén “chi Ngoc Van, hoang
hau cta Chan Lap (vo vua Chey - Cheeta), dén
tin tirc con kho khian hudng gi mong gip mat”.
Tt day, nhitng dong tam sy ndo long gitra hai
ngudi phu nit quyén quy nhung bat hanh. Ho 1a
cac cong nuong con chiia nhung rdi ciing danh
chiu than phan ga ban dén nhing dit nudc,
chan troi mit mu khong hen ngay gip lai. Noi
kho ctia ho khong chi 1a duong xa cach tro, ma
con 13 sy khac biét vé vian hoa, vé 16i song, vé
su thiéu thon tinh cam khong gi bu dap duoc:
“Nguoi ta con mong doi bita, nira thang vé
thaim cha me, ngay gid, ngay ky dan chong vé
lay ban tho, ngay Tét vé mung tudi 6ng ba, cha
me, chr nhu bon em ra di, chan troi mat bién
biét lac nao tai hop, nghi ma tai than”.
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Tu hién thyc nay, Téng Thi din ra ciu
chuyén trong lich sir, so sanh véi Huyén Tran
cong chia dé thdy ba Pho ma d& kho hon. Béi
du sao Hién Hung con 13 nguoi tao nha, lai o
dat nue van minh, gan giii vé van hoa, vé tin
ngudng, tim linh: “Thiét may ma chong em
cling cung Nho gido, Phat gido v6i nha ta”. Con
cong nit Ngoc Van vé 1am vo vua Chéan Lap thi
tya nhu Huyén Tran “vé lam diu nudc Chiém
Thanh chi c¢6 ndi sau rimg tham...”. Ba Pho ma
cling thira nhan: “Giéng hét thoi! Huyén Trén
thi ga ban dé m¢ Chiém dong, chi em thi... Oi!
Cai than con gai sinh vao gac tia, lau son, ai
dung ngoai cling tudng sung sudéng lam day”.
Roi ba Pho mi gidi bay thém vé ngudi chi phai
ldy chong xa x6i vi y mudn, muc dich cua chia
Sai la gitr tinh bang giao va git yén bo coi.
Chua Sai khuyén nha con khi ga chong xa: “ho
toc nha ta dang budi dau 1ap qudc, nao khac gi
ngon dén trude gio, ching biét tit lic nao nén
phai toan tam, toan luc giit dit, mo dat. (...)
Vay ga con vé Chan Lap xa x01, cha me¢ rat dau
kho nhung khong thanh tyu viéc nay thi ho
Nguyén ta biét 1am sao on dinh dugc phuong
Nam ma dbc toan lyc dn dinh mit Bic?”. Chia
Sai khuyén con chap nhan lay chong vién xu 1a
su hy sinh cao ca, sau nay khi dai nghi¢p thanh
thi “t€n con ghi vao str sich con quan trong hon
gip mdy lan chuyén cii cua cong chua Huyén
Tran”. Nhin lai lich su, thoi xua, vige ga cong
chda cho vua quan cac nudc lang giéng vi muc
dich chinh tri da tré nén phé bién. Mot nhan vat
ca xit Pang Trong, ca dit Viét thuong nhic dén
la cong chtia Huyén Tran ldy Ché Man (Quéc
vuong Chiém Thanh) & d6i 14y hai chau
O, Ly (tir nam déo Hai Van dén phia bic Quang
Tri ngay nay). Néu khong co6 dugc ving dat
nay, nhat 1a khu vuc déo Hai Van (rit kho
khin, nguy hiém néu dung vii lyc dé danh
chiém) thi chwa biét dén khi nao ngudi Viét
moi ¢6 thé mé ¢di vé phuong Nam.

Song cac cong nir khong hé mong mudn mot
cudc hon nhan véi nguoi chong vidn xtr dé roi
dugc ghi vao sir sach, ho phai chip nhan vi
quan niém “cha me dit ddu con ngdi day” da
thanh ludt bdt thanh vin trong xi hoi thoi
phong kién. Ho phai chip nhan hy sinh vi sy
nghiép ctia cha va biét 1a khong thé khac duoc.
Ho chua chat nhan ra réng, dén cong lao mé cdi
to 16n nhu Huyén Trin ma “Téi biy gio em
chua thiy ai ca tung, chi nghe toan nhing 10i
dam tiéu”. Ho biét khi ra di 1a chiu canh
“xuong tring giri qué ngudi nao co ai thém biét
t6i hudng hd 1a nhic nhé. Roi con than em...
bo! Su nghi¢p mé nudc cua cha em!”. Day
cling mot tiéng ndi 18n an viéc 1y nhitng nguoi
con gdi, thdm chi chinh con rudt cua minh dé
muu d0 chinh tri.

Nhan vat Thu Thuy, con cua mdt m¢nh quan
triéu dinh, 1ay Quan cong, con ca cua Tong Thi
theo kiéu “Mon ding ho dbi”, “Cha me dit dau
con ngdi ddy”. Ngay khi mdi biét tin Quan
cong chuén bi ldy vo, Hai Bang di c6 suy nghi:
“Roi cdu ta s& lam gi v&i ngudi vo bac phudc
nao d6 s& roi vio tay quan céng ngd ngan
nay?”. Qua thuc, khi doc Chuong I1: Moén dang
hé déi & phdan V cua tiéu thuyét khién ta vira
budn cudi vira x6t thwong cho cip vo chong
“Nhu bong hoa 1ai cam bii ctt trau”. Tham chi,
tac gia con nhan manh thém 1a “¢ day chi 1a bai
ctt trau kho, cim vao d6 chi con thay héo hon,
roi ra”. Hai Bang 1a nguoi phai dung ra dé phoi
hop “nghich canh dang thuong tam nay”, da tu
nhii theo cdu noéi cua ¢6 nhan dé “bét ndi ray
rit tAm can: “Oi! Hong nhan bac phan”. Thu
Thiy di tim moi cach dé phan d6i, tham chi
chéng dbi cudc hon nhan bt hanh cia minh
quyét liét dén mirc “da c6 lan tu tir, nhung may
sa0 ¢6 nguoi ctru kip”. Hai Bang ciling tim cach
ngan chan “cudc hon nhan vo nhan dao nay”,
nhung khong c¢6 phuong cach nao ctru van.
Cudc hon nhan doi diia léch nay cling tan vo
khi &m muu tao phan cua Téng Thi bai 10,
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Quan cong bi di day, thi Thu Thuy vé nha cha
me va “Thé chét song 1a khong bao gio ngd mit
ngudi chong ay nira”.

Pén Tuy Nguyét, vo ciia Hai Bang 1a con
cua gia dinh quyén quy, co sic dep, lai thao vat,
lanh lg, luén danh tinh yéu sau sic cho Hai
Bang. Ai ciing nghi nang s& c6 dugc hanh phic,
song s6 phan nang ciing bat hanh nhu bao nhan
vat phu nit khac. Nang cling chi 1a cai bong cia
Téng Thi trong long chong. Bdi khi xac dinh
ldy nang, Hai Bang chi nghi 1am vay chang s&
dugc tiép tuc gan giii, gin bé véi Téng Thi
nhiéu hon, va mdi 1an “gan giii” thi Hai Bang
thuong tuong tuong 1a hinh anh Téng Thi. Tay
Nguyét ciing khong co6 dwgc niém vui, hanh
phuc 1am me, du nang rat mong mudn. Pén khi
4m muu cta Téng Thi bi phanh phui, sau ngay
dém hon loan, Ty Nguyét “biét vo am tin”.
Nang con séng hay da chét, luu lac xt nao hay
chi 12 hon ma vat vo khong nguoi thd cang?

2.2. Cac nhén tinh, nhan ngdi cua chua va
cdc quan lai

Mot sb nhan vat nhu Thi Thira, Thi T, Thi
Ngii, Sau... bi ném vao cudc doi rdi ren, loan
lac, bi coi nhu nhitng nguoi tinh hd phuc vy
cho thi an choi, hudng lac cia ting 16p trén.
Tiéu biéu nhu Thi Thira - mot “héng nhan bac
phan”. Nang 13 con nguoi tai sic ven toan:
“thudc loai quéc sdc, thién huong lai co tiéng
hat tuyét di€u, cé thé 1am mém nhiin long
nguoi”. Néu theo 1& thudng, nang s& duoc
huong hanh phuc tron ven vi da gap dugc chia
Hién - mot minh chia thoi ay. Nang duoc chia
Hién hét muc yéu thuong, chua giy 16i 1am gi.
Ay vay ma sau mot dém thire tring doc “truyén
Ng6é Vwong Phu Sai vi qua yéu Tay Thi ma
than nhyc, nudc mat, mbi han ngan doi khong
tan dugc, Chua giat minh”. Chuaa Hién da co
cach xtr tri theo ding nguyén tic cia vi chia
“tham vong” va “tan nhan”. D¢ 14 sai nguoi cho
Thi Thira uéng thude doc, loai nang ra khoi
cudc doi dé chua chuyén tam chinh su.

Poan vin ta vé cai chét “la ling” cua nang,
nha vin viét v6i giong vira mia mai, vira x6t
thuong cho nguoi dep. Thi Thira “Quéan quai
mot gid, nguoi con hat xinh dep khé tim thay &
tran gian da thé hoi cudi cing dé tham thia sau
sdc cai tén Hién cua Chua. Tai sic clia nang qua
1a tai hoa cho sinh mang nang dé dan t&i cai
chét la lung, bi tham”. Mot nguoi con gai tai
sic hiém co trong cudc doi ciing chi nhu mén
d6 choi, khi chia khong can nita thi virt bo
khong thuong tiéc. Theo 16i binh luan va suy
ngdm cua Hai Bang thi chua Hién ciing khong
can bang duogc hai duc vong: dam mé quyén luc
va dam mé nguoi dep. Gitra hai dam mé nay thi
chua Hién lya chon quyén luc, nén dd gat bo
moi trd luc khac.

Hai Béng ban khodn vé 1y do giét Thi Thura
ctia chila: “Tai sao danh thudc doc? Nang phai
tra cai to1 gi?”. Phai chang vi Chua qua yéu
nang? Hai Bang tu 1y giai: “Khong! Chiia Hién
khong phai con ngudi co tinh yéu dam dudi,
dién cuéng! Do chi 1a mdt ban tinh tan bao,
thich giét nguoi thoi”. Chua giét nang vi khong
mudbn nang roi vao tay ngudi khac, nhung ciing
khong dam giit nang trong cung cAm vi sy say
mé ngudi dep s& dé dang “phung phuc thuc
gidc”. Nhu vy, Thi Thira phai chét thi chua
Hién méi tap trung cho dam mé quyén lyc. Mot
vi chiia duoc nhan dan coi nhu “thanh nhan”
ciing chi 12 nguoi ddy tham vong va tan nhan
trong suy nghi cia nhan vat ké chuyén.

Céc nhan vat Thi Ta, Thi Ngi... cling la
nhitng nguoi con gai dep, song chi vi ngheo
ting ma phai 1am nghé “ban than nudi miéng”,
mong kién chat vén dé lam an. Thi Ngii chi 1a
hinh béng thay thé Téng Thi trong 1ong Thang
B6 vi nang c6 nét gidng véi Toéng Thi. Cude
tinh nhan ngii cla nang ciing khong yén 6n khi
nang lot vao mét “con quy dam duc” Nguyén
Phudc Trung, bi Chudng dinh cho ngudi bt
coc dé chiém doat, huong thu. May ma dugc
Théng B va cac ban bé ctru nang thoat duoc.
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Con Thi Tt 12 nhan tinh cta Hai Bang, ¢ nang
doi luc cling mo udc dugc danh chinh ngén
thudn, lam ba bé nhung khong dugc toai
nguyén, vi Hai Bang khong mudn Tay Nguyét
budn. Thi Tt thuong dung nhimg cdu ho dé néi
ho long minh: “Anh buén cé chén thé than,/
Em buén nhw thé hwong tin canh khuya”,
“Chang oi phu thiép lam chi,/ Thiép la com
ngudi cho khi @éi long”, va con nhin manh
thém: “Anh c6 thay cdy huong thap trong dém
khuya, tan Iyi lan lan trong dém khuya khong.
Do, doi cia em d6”. Hai Bang hiéu ndi long
ctia Thi T, nhung ciing chi thé hién su thuong
cam bang viéc khong xem thuong ma “to cho
nang biét 10ng yéu chudng, qui mén”.

Con v6i Sau (Tinh), cling vi canh ngd “cha
chét. Me gia yéu, nghéo khd” ma phai dan than
di lam thué ¢ Hoi An, rdi gip g v6i nam thanh
nién nguoi Hoa. Chinh nguoi nay da Itra nang
vé tham nha dé tinh chuyén cudi xin va “dua co
vé Tau dé ban”. Poan vin nay 1a co hoi dé
Nguyén Vin Xuédn thé hién nhitng hiéu biét,
suy tur cia minh vé cai nghé “ban than nudi
miéng” bac béo, é ché noi thuong cang sim uat
Hoi An mot thoi. Nhitng ciu ca dao ma gan
Hoi An ai ciing biét d6 1a: “Hgi An bdn gdm,
ban diéu,/ Kim Bong ban cadi, Tra Nhiéu
ban...”. Ong miéu ta kha ky vé dic tinh, s&
thich “hanh lac” cua tirng nhom nguoi lam an ¢
day. Néu nhu nhom “nguoi phuong Pong Viét,
Tau, Nhat... chi dam Ién Gt nhd bong tdi che
gidu ca suy tu va hanh dong cua minh” thi
nhém phuong Tay chang can 1én lit, ngai ngan,
ho cong khai doi hoéi céi thi vui xac thit. Nhom
nguoi Tau dac bigt rat dé cao trinh tiét, ho quan
ni€m khi quan h¢ véi ngudi con trinh sé dem lai
nhiéu may man. “Gia mot ngudi con gai con
trinh tiét cao gip tram lan nguoi da thu lua.
Trinh tiét d6i véi ho quan trong nhu chinh doi
séng cua ho, van ménh cua ho”. Vi vay, ho
cling thudng mua nhitng c6 gai con trinh tiét vé
Trung Qudc dé ban lai véi gia rat cao.

Nhan vat Sau da bi Iira 1én thuyén dé dua
sang Trung Qudc, song rit may man, ngiu
nhién dugc Hai Bang “Don kiém pha hai tic”
ctru tir trén thuyén khi di tim Thi Ngii (nhan
tinh cua Thing Bb). Va Sau di tra on ciing tinh
cam 1am ly khong kém, d6 1a dang hién trinh
tiét cho Hai Béng va lam nhéan tinh, thém mot
bén d6 cua chang. Tuy nhién, day co 1& tro
thanh bén d6 thyuc su cua doi chang khi két qua
ctia dém Séu tra on 4y da “dom bong, két trai”.
Séu c6 mang giot mau ctia Hai Bang. Song sd
phan Séu ciing chua biét c6 hanh phiic va co
hau khong. Boi nang lai bung mang da chua
mot minh vO v doi Hai Bang thuc hién xong
cac tAm nguyén va nghia vu thiéng liéng ddi
v6i Téng Thi. Ngay ca khi Tong Thi dugc nha
chia lo huwong khoi, thi Hai Bang “ra di, mai
méi khong thay bong dang nita”.

2.3. Nhén vit chinh - Tong Thj

Nhan vat phy nit trung tim cia tiéu thuyét
ma ching ta khong thé khong d& cap, d6 la
Téng Thi. Duong nhu khi dé cap vé nhan vat
nay, cam nhan cta chiia Hién va nhan dan ca
xtt Pang Trong la: “cim han ba iy dén gan
phéi. Vi chua cho 1a do ba 4y ma tién Chiia mét
dao dirc, mat long dan. Xa hoi hu dén, dodi bai,
qudc gia mit ky cuong”. Co diéu nay, ciing la
phil hop boi hanh dong ciia Tong Thi “thuc su
chu dong, tich cuc trong viéc hai dan, tich luy
thanh phti gia dich qudc, thay ngéi chua bang
nhitng hanh dong tao bao chua dé trong thé gidi
dd c6 may mat phu nit tir ¢6 chi kim hanh dong
lidu linh hon ba”. No6i dén Tdng Thi 1a néi dén
tham vong quyén luc mu quéng, khong c6 diém
dimg, du di giau c6 dén muc chi thua chua &
xt Pang Trong, nhung van khong hai long. Dé
cudi cung khi am muu tao phan bi bai 10 da
phai nhan ldy cai chét nhuc nha, bj nguoi doi
phi nhd, “1a thr quai vat, troi khong dung, dét
khong chira duwoc”. Hinh anh cudi cing vé
Téng Thi d6 1a cai xac dang thdi rira dugc dao
trom trong dém mua gioé dé dem vé chua Thién
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Lam chon, ma “Nudc mua xbi xa khong ria
dugc mui hoi thdi khung khiép cua thi hai lam
ca nhitng nguoi thuong quen tiép xuc xac chét
suc vat phai non ge”.

Hanh dong hai dan, hai nudc ciua nhan vat
Téng Thi 1a khong thé tha tha, 1a dang lén an.
Song, chiing ta can tim hiéu k§ hon vé qua trinh
chuyén bién tam tu, tinh cach cia mot tién nir
sang dac quy, tu ngudi xinh dep, hién thuc, tir tim
tr¢ thanh con ngudi doc ac, xao quyét, dé tién.

Khi quan Trén tha Nguyén Phuc Ky con
song, Tong Thi khong chi 1 ngudi xinh dep ma
con c6 long nhan tr. Nang thuong xuyén lam
cong duc, “mang tién, gao, vai voc ra cho
nhitng nguoi & cac x6m ngheo quanh thanh.
Chi lam viéc 4y tir nhiéu niam”. Nhitng nguoi
dan nghéo thiy nang nhu “phat séng, bac my
nhan cao quy nhat tran doi”, boi nang khong
nhu nhitng ba quan khéac c6 dia vi nhé hon,
nhan sic ciing binh thuong nhung lai xem ho
“nhu rom, nhu rac”.

Nhung céi ndt rudi “thugng phu trich 18” ciia
nang nhu da ngﬁm bao hi€u mot cudc doi dau
kho, bat an va dem chét choc dén cho nguoi
khéc, nhét 1a chong. D Téng Thi hét long cham
soc chong, lo cho stc khoe chdng, nhung Quan
tran thu thi cir ngdy mot dau yéu. Nang khong
chi bdi dudng chdong bang d6 an thuc udng bd
dudng, bang thudc thang, ma nang con lo ca vé
mat tAm linh, ay 1 thuong 1am cong dtc va 1én
chuia cau an. Nhung oai odm thay, Nguyén Phiic
Ky qua dam mé nhyc duc, d Tong Thi di ra sirc
can ngin, song vo ich. Ong khong chdng lai
dugc ham muén tinh duc, hang dém hét “tran”
nay sang “tran” khac, cr nghi ngoi mot lac cho
héi stic roi lai “ving day va tai dién”. Cudi clng,
Quan trin thu Quang Nam dinh khéng tho duoc
lau, 6ng chét khi do tudi ngoai ba muoi, d6 1a
hau qua nhin tién da duoc canh bao.

Thién bac ménh cta Téng Thi bat dau tur cai
chét cua chong, biét bao song gid de doa tim

than me goa, con cbi. Mat chong dudng nhu
nang mat luén hy vong lam ba hau ma bay lau
héng mo udc, boi chéng vbn d3 duoc chon lam
thé tir dé ndi nghiép chua. Thoi gian nay, vo
chong Hién Hung thuong téi thim véi nhiing
“budi trd chuyén dai dong nay giup chi Hai
quén ndi budn dau thit chat trai tim. Néu cu
nhu thé thi nhitng ngdy tang ché ciing d& phan
nao tham thia”. Nhung rdi “niém vui duy nhét
trong nhitng ngay nay” ciing bi cat dit khi vg
chdng Hién Hung dugc 1énh vé Nhat gip.
Nhimg tudng sy mat mat, ndi budn dén do 1a
tan cung, thi tai hoa lai lién tiép giang xudng
doi nang. Trong mét lan di viéng mod chdng,
Téng Thi bi toan cudp bat dua 1én nai (sau ndy
moi biét 13 do Thang Bé thuc hién - vi qué yéu
nang). Phai kho khan, vat va lam, Hai Bang va
Lé Sach cung quan si mdi ciru dugc nang an
toan tré vé. Sau do khong lau, mot tai hoa

b3 13

khung khiép, “trong dai”, “to 16n” hon lai ap
dén. D6 13 “Quan cai co, than phu chi da cing
ca gia quyén 1én mot chiéc thuyén 16n rdi vuot
qua ctra Nodn (Thuan An) dé vé Thing Long.
Chua rat phan nd”. Nang phai than me goa, con
cOi 1an 161 dam truong ra Phudc Yén, phai lay
luc, nho va hét cac mbi quan hé dé xin chua tha
cho. Budi sang Tudng quan coéng vao trinh sy
viéc 1én chia, tac gia so sanh “S6 ménh chi
Téng va gia dinh chi dit ca vao sang d6 nhu
trong mot van soéc dia: Hodc chin, hodc 1é.
Chan 14 nhiing ngay binh an tiép dién; 1¢ 1a tan
v3, phan tan chua biét thé nao ludng trudc
duogc”. Nhung “sy vu gay can 1am” van chua
thé g& dugc. Cudi cing phai nhd vao dira con
it dang im ngita va sy may man thi gia dinh
nang méi qua duoc kiép nan nay. Do la Tay
Nguyét va c¢6 Nhan bdng cong tir Gt vao Phu
gip chiia (6ng ndi), nhin thay dira chau toi
nghiép cua dira con trai sém “that 16¢” cua
minh, chia dong long thuwong cam ma tha tdi
cho me con nang.
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Su nguy hiém dén tinh mang me con Tdng
Thi coi nhu tam yén 6n, nhung nhitng mat mat
khac tiép tuc dién ra. Su kién chtia Sai chét, con
cd cuia nang vdi tu cach con trudng, chau dich
ton khong dugc doai hoai té1, ma cong tur thu
hai, Nguyén Phuéc Lan 1én ngdi nim At Hoi
(1635). Bao nhiéu hy vong ma nang nudi ning
danh cho con trai mot 1an nita tiéu tan. Sau do,
dén nhitng ngdy chién tranh ndi loan tranh
gianh quyén lyc ciia Nguyén Phudc Anh véi
anh trai 1a chia Thugng dién ra khéc liét, tinh
mang quan linh, nhan dan nhu ¢ rac trong loan
lac. Téng Thi chua chat nhan ra: “vua chuia nao
cling doc 4c nhu nhau khi dong cham quyén loi
cta ho. Ho c6 thé chém anh, giét cha, bé thudc
ddc me, tru di tam toc nhitng dai than...”.

Dudng nhu day 13 thoi diém Téng Thi hoan
toan hoai nghi, mat niém tin vao cudc doi.
Nhitng ap luc cua doi séng sudt tir khi chong
chét, x6 day, don ép nang véi nhitng mat mat,
dau kho, tuyét vong, khién nang hoan toan bé
tac. Nang biét cudc doi khong dé cho nang yén
on nén da nay sinh tu tuong ndi loan. Tir do,
nang chuyén sang trang thai chi dong tham gia
vao cudc choi tranh gianh quyén luc véi doi.
Va Hai Bang phat hién ra con ngudi nang xuat
hién “mot loai nhan sic tuyét di®m cua 4c than,
trdi nguoc han v&i con ngudi binh thudng”.
Chinh khi Téng Thi bi don vao mot canh hudng
hon don, nang da chép nhén tham nhap, tham
gia vao canh hudng loan lac. Nang tham gia
nhu 12 chap nhan thach thirc ctia cudc doi, chap
nhan mot cudc choi vo6 nghia Iy ma nang tinh
t40 nhéan ra: “Lam sao md cha ¢6 chua kip moc
ma anh em d3 vic guom sing ra chién truong
r6i ddm nhau, ban nhau nhu mét 1 cuop, chéng
con chat thé thong nao. Chi dé cho thién ha
nhin vao ché cudi, dé cho mau sinh linh vo tdi
hét d6 & Bic lai 6 & Nam? Khén kho! Tham
lam! Mot 1 dién! Chi rit 1én”.

Pay chinh 1a mot trang hudng thuong gip
trong van hoc hau hién dai. Nguyén Vin Xuan

da phén tich k¥ ludng, siu sic nhitng dién bién
xay ra trong tdm hon Tdéng Thi qua suy tu cua
Hai Béng: “T6i chi biét 1a chi da cay chua, dau
d6n, chan ngan nhiéu, nhat 13 sau nhiing ngay
tiép can voi nhitng nhan vat cao cdp Nam Ha,
trong phu chia. Nhiing thing tram, hy vong,
tuyét vong ndi tiép nhau trong thoi gian chua
t6i nam nam da da stc dé chuyén bién tam tu,
tinh cam chi dén thé nao? Téi chi biét mot didu
chéc chan 1a su thay ddi cua chi co khi dén tan
gbe 18”.

Khi Tong Thi chii dong tham gia vao cudc
choi tranh gianh quyén lyc day phi 1y thi tam
tinh thay ddi han, trd nén doc 4c, tham lam,
nham hiém va dic biét, rat biét loi dung sic dep
dé muu lgi, cdu danh. Bang sic dep mé hon
ngudi, giong noéi ngot ngao, cir chi uyén
chuyén, tai ning hon ngudi, Téng Thi lam lu
mo tat ca nhitng ngudi phu nit & gan ba. Con
ngudi 4y da 1am mé mudi biét bao nam nhi, dai
truong phu, vua chua, quan lai. Cu thé, ta co thé
diém qua vai guong mit nhu Quan trdn thu
Nguyén Phiic Ky, chia Thuong Nguyén Phuc
Lan, Chudéng dinh Nguyén Phudc Trung, chila
Trinh Trang, Hai Bing, Thang B6... Tat ca déu
tré thanh nhitng quin co dé ba giat gidy theo
tham vong cua ban than. Téng Thi biét viéc
minh 1am 14 sai trai, sé gy dau kho chét choc
cho nhiéu nguoi nhung van 1am, boi moi niém
tin, gié tri, chuén muc cua nang da dd v&. Tat
ca déu vo nghia 1y. Nang coi cudc sdng nhur 1a
cudc choi, va s& chay hét minh, thé hién hét
minh trong cugc choi do.

Cudi cung, nang di bi xtr toi chét khi am
muu cdu két ciing Chuéng dinh Nguyén Phudc
Trung tao phan bi bai 10, tai san bi phan phat
cho nhan dan, gia dinh tan nat. Khi suy ngdm
su viéc nay, Hai Béng lién hé téi vo tu@)ng:
“V6i cai chét nay, t6i biét... Nguoi ta thd phao
xem nhu thé 1a két thuc mot tudng hat c6 doan
gay can nhét roi. Khan gia thoa man ra vé. Tat
nhién 101 ban tan x6n xao khong phai chim dut.
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Nhung n6 rit vao cac quan rugu cac gia dinh”.
Day ciing chinh 1a mot cach thirc dién ngon hau
hién dai, coi cudc doi nhu la tro choi, la vé
kich, 1a hu vo. Néu nhu cudn tiéu thuyét la mot
“trd choi 16n” ma Nguyén Vin Xuin ngiu
nhién bét gip trong ddng sach cd, thi mdi nhan
vat, mdi cudc doi, sd phan lai nhu nhitng “tro
choi”, « gitra cudc doi.
Céc nhan vat hodc chu dong tham gia cudc choi

man kich”, “vé tuong”...

hodc bi s6 phéan, hoan canh déy vao cudc choi
day khic nghiét. Ma trong cudc choi do, “ca
tai hoa dau nhtre, tii nhuc nhit cua nguoi nay la
tro choi vo nghia cua nguoi kia”.

Nhu vay, suy cho cung, nhan vat nit chinh
trong tiéu thuyét ciing 1a mot con ngudi dang
thuong, “hong nhan bac ménh”. Nang bi khung
hoang niém tin, cubi cung chinh nang ciing
danh mat ban ngi, 1am lac phuong huéng gop
phﬁn gay thém sy loan lac, dd v cta cude doi.
Néu chi 1a mot nguoi binh thudng chét di thi
“Nguoi ta quén di mau chong. Nhung cudc doi,
hoat dong tham vong, quyén luc, uy thé, su that
bai va roi day cai chét nhyc nha nhat danh cho
nang dugc du luan, sir sach nhédc mii chua chic
dén bao gid thoi gian méi budng tha”. Vi vay,
nhan vat Hai Bang da tim moi cach dé xoa bt
ndi 6 nhuc ma nang phai chiu dung, lo toan chu
dao dé nha chiia huong khéi cho nang, ghi lai
nhat ky dé tim sy cam thong cho nang.

3. Két luan

Noi chung, tiéu thuyét Ky niz ho Téng da
phan dnh mot thuc trang x6t xa, nhiéu bat hanh
cua nhiing nguoi phu nit trong thoi ky Nam -
Bic phan tranh. SO phan ho chi nhu 1 nhing
quan cd trong cudc choi cua nhiing ké co
quyén, c6 tién. Cac coéng chia, cong nit, tiéu
thu thi bj cha me xem nhu nhiing quéin co dé
“lét du(‘)'ng” dé “muu dd chinh tri, thuong

’, dé 14y “quan hé”. Ho sin sang ga con gai
cua mlnh dén nhitng dit nudc xa x6i dé cudi

cung chiu canh “xuong tring x{r nguoi”. Nhitng
nguoi con gai ngheéo thi trg thanh tro “ti€u
khién”, “mua vui”, “giai sdu” ciia cac quan lai,
lai budn giau co. Nhitng phu nit ¢6 tai, c6 sic
thi déu két cuc bi tham. Nhéan vat Téng Thi da
khong chiu diu hang sd phan, ra stc ving vay
dé chéng lai “ménh bac”. Nhung su lam lac
phuong hudng cta nang di gép phan sdu sic
thém su loan lac cta cudc doi, sb phan nang

cang € ché, nhuc nha hon.

Qua viéc miéu ta $6 phan bt hanh cua
nhitng nguoi phy nit, tiéu thuyét nhu mot tiéng
n6i gép thém vao dé td cdo xa hdi nhiéu bat
cong, bat binh ddng thoi phong kién. Pay ciing
1a vin dé chua cii trong x3 hoi ngay nay. Vi
Vay, tiéu thuyét cia Nguyén Vin Xuan nhu
mudn tim sy cam thoéng, thdu hiéu cua cudc doi
cho cac nhan vat nit, nhét la Tong Thi. Néu
nguol doi cd doc thi xin hdy danh su “xot
thuong cho thé thai nhan tinh, cho sb phan,
kiép nguoi”, nhu 161 tim su cta Hai Bang véi
su tru tri chua Thién Lam. Suy cho cung, gitra
x4 hoi day bat cong, loan lac, bat an, do v& d6
thi hanh dong cua nang nhu 1a mdt con gié gép
thém vao con 16c xody cta cudc doi ma thoi.
ROi tit ca quyén lyc, tién bac, ham mudn ciing
déu tan nhu cat bui, cling tr& vé v6i hu vo, chi
con tinh ngudi, sy cam théng va thau hiéu con
dong lai.
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