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ABSTRACT

Before Ho Bieu Chanh, perhaps none of the Southern writers cared about regular life in
order to realize and exalt the beauty of Vietnamese Southern peasants’ personality Those
ones were shown naturally, truthfully and vividly. This was made by real details and
using words which carry Southern color. Ho Bieu Chanh attributed skillfully for each
person a special feature. However, from these typical ones, he could generalize the
general personality of Vietnamese Southern peasants.
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TOM TAT

Truée Ho Biéu Chdnh, c6 16 chwa ¢é nha van mién Nam ndo quan tdm dén cudc song doi
thwong dé phdt hién va dé cao vé dep & tinh cdch nguwoi néng dian Nam bo. Nhitng tinh
cach nay dwoc thé hién mot cach tw nhién, chan thdt va sinh dong. D6 la nho vao céac chi
tiét rat thuc, rat doi thuong, nho vao ngon ngir dam sdc thai Nam bg. Ho Biéu Chanh da
khéo léo cham khdc cho méi nguoi mot ding voc riéng. Nhung tir nhitng nét riéng tiéu
biéu dy lai khdi quat nén dwoc tinh cach chung vé ngu’o’z nong dan Nam bo.

Tir khoa: Tinh cach, dao Ili, nhin nghia, nhén nai, can cu, thing théin, bjc truc, binh

di, chit phdc

1 PAT VAN PE

Khong gian va thoi gian ngh¢ thuat trong tiéu thuyet H6 Biéu Chéanh chu yeu la
vung dat Nam bo dau thé ki XX. Viét vé cudc séng va con nguoi Nam bo, Ho Biéu
Chéanh dic biét chu y dén ddi tuong nguol nong dan. Xuat than tir mot gia dinh
noéng dan ngheo, lai co sy quan tam dén quan chung lao dong khén kho, cho nén
du ¢ cuong vi cua mot 6ng Péc phu str, H6 Biéu Chanh vin ludn thau hiéu, cam
thong dbi véi nhitng con ngudi chan 14m tay bun, quanh nim bam chit véi ruong
dong. Ong khong chi nhan ra nhiing bat cong ma ngudi nong dan dang phai ganh
chiu, cling khong chi dung lai ¢ sy chia sé trudc nhiing than phan bé nho chiu
nhiéu ap birc, khd dau. HO6 Biéu Chanh d phat hién va dé cao nhirng nét dep tur
tinh cach ciia ngudi nong dan Nam bo. Thé hién thanh cong tinh cach nguoi nong
dan Nam B6 1a dong gép moéi ctia HO Biéu Chanh cho nén tiéu thuyét Viét Nam
hién dai ¢ budi dau phoi thai.

Dé cap dén tinh cach nguoi nong dan Nam bo chinh 1 tim hiéu tinh cach chung
ctia mot loai nhan vat, nhan vat tiéu biéu nhat cia tiéu thuyét H6 Biéu Chanh. Khai
niém tinh cach duoc hiéu 1a nhirng dac diém, nhirng phém chit ctia nhan vat duoc
thé hién twong dbi rd nét. Tinh cach thé hién nét riéng doc ddo cua con ngudi ca
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biét, cu thé nhung lai mang cai chung, ti€u bicu cho nhiéu ngudi & mét mic do
nhit dinh. Dong thoi n6 c¢6 mot qua trinh phat trién hop voi logic cudce song. Tim
hiéu tinh cach cia nguoi nong dan Nam bo trong tiéu thuyét Hd Biéu Chanh tat
nhién phai dit trong méi quan hé véi hoan canh xa hoi Nam bo trude va sau thé
chién 1an thir nhat. Mot xa hoi den ti, day phuc tap, bién dong. Chinh hoan canh
song 13 mot trong nhitng nhan t6 tao thanh tinh cach. Tinh cach cua ngudi nong
dan Nam bo trong tiéu thuyét Hd Biéu Chanh duwoc khiang dinh dan trong hoan
canh song cy thé noi trén.

2 NOQI DUNG CHINH

Qua tic pham cta H6 Biéu Chanh, hinh anh ngudi nong dan Nam bo hién 1én rat
ro nét, voi du cac tinh cach von co.

2.1 Cén ci nhén nai

Nong dan Nam bo von 1a dan “#¢ chiéng”. Ho phai roi bo noi chén nhau cit rén dé
tim noi “ddt lanh chim ddw”. Pén ving dat phuong Nam con nhiéu hoang so nay,
tir budi dau 1ap nghiép, ho d phai db bao cong sirc dé c6 duoc diéu kién dinh cu.
Chinh ho da bién noi sinh 1ay nudc dong “khi ho, cO gay” thanh nhiing canh dong
phi nhiéu “co bay thang cdnh”. Nam b di trd thanh vua thoc 16n cia ca nude.
Pham chét can cu nhan nai 13 mot diéu kién phai co va dugc phét trién dan theo
lich str khai khan va phat trién vang dat Nam bo. Ngudi dan dén day can va biét
nuong tua vao nhau dé song. Ho song v&i quan niém “cé lam, ¢é an”. Ho phai
chap nhan moi gian nan thir thach dé gianh lay su song. Quan sat ti mi nhimng sinh
hoat lao dong cua nguoi néng dan, H6 Biéu Chanh d chtrng minh pham chat can
cll ciia ho bang hinh anh that song dong, cu thé: “Loi 11 gio trua, troi nang nhw a"o
lika, phan thi ling trang khéng c¢é mdt chiit gi, phan thi ruéng da can nude hét roi,
boi vdy nguoi di dwong nong nuc voé cung, con noi chi nhitng ké gat hay la c¢ lua,
ho ldy lam khé hét sirc” (Con nha ngheo, trang 66). Lam viéc trong mot diéu kién
kho nhoc nhu thé ma ho chang tir nan. Di vai ho, gian nan kho cyc khong phai la
chuyén dang ngai. Ho vui veé voi cong viéc kho nhoc “mdi dau canh fu, tiéng coi
tiic nghe déu tir hwong, ay la coi ciia chi dién kéu cong gat ddy som nau comn. Léi
nira gio, theo mdy bo mau, thdy nguoi ta di c6 hang, dy la bon céng gat di vé, dan
ba chen lon voi dan ong, nguwoi nao cing vui cuoi hon ho.” (Cha con nghia ning)

Phai d6i mit voi canh nghéo kho, lo toan, ngudi nong dan dudng nhu khong con
dam mo uéc hay déo bong cao sang. Ho tap trung vao lao dong dé kiém séng. Doi
khi cudc séng ctia ho c6 chut gi d6 “cdi cut”, lang 18 dén toi nghiép. Anh Tran Vin
Stru “dau canh tw thirc ddy lo mo ndu mét noi com an phdn nita con phan nwa thi
dem theo... Vai mang vong hdi, tay xach goi com, do cua nhe nhe budc ra san ma
di.”(Cha con nghia ning) Quanh nim ngudi néng dan phai tat bat voi cong viée.
Hét viéc trén rudng minh di thué, lai tiép tuc di lam thué cho ngudi khac. Cudce
song chat vat khong cho phép ho ngdi khong. Ho thudng suy nghi mot cach don
gian, chan chat: “O nha thi uéng lim”(Cha con nghia ning).Thé nhung, tir trong
su chan chat éy lai ndi rd mot duc tinh cao quy: chiu cuc, chiu kho, ham lam. Ho
Biéu Chanh khong dién giai hay minh hoa dai dong. Ong da biét khéo chon nhiing
chi tiét doi thudng nhung lai tiéu biéu, hay st dung 161 vin ké that ty nhién dé goi
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1én dung tinh cach ctia con ngudi ving dong bang séng nudc phuong Nam. Tuy
rudng dong phi nhiéu, tém ca day séng nhung ho ludn biét y thic: “Mudn dn cd
phdi thd cdu”, khong thich chd thoi hay ¥ lai, cho nén cang khong dé lang phi thoi
gian lao dong. Nho can ¢t ma anh nong din Lé Vin D6 (Ngon ¢ gié dua) tir than
phan doi ngheo da tré thanh mdt cu pht, con dugc phong chirc thién hd. Khi méi
ra tu, anh ta khong c6 gi trong tay, lang thang khip noi xin duge b thi ting chén
com ma cting khong co. Sau lan gip hoa thugng Chanh Tam, duogc giup dor mot it
von, anh ta da “vé ring don cdy ld cat mét cdi choi nhé & ma lam ruong”. Sy can
cu lao dong d3 nang d& doi chan anh, gitip anh budce ra khoi cude séng 1am than.

Can cu va nhin nai, d6 13 hai pham chit thudng di d6i voi nhau. Ngudi nong dan
Nam bo khong chi biét chiju thuong chiu khé ma con ¢6 tinh kién tri va dam lam.
Nhiéu nguoi khang dinh tinh hao phéng ciia con ngudi Nam bo va quan niém diéu
kién dia li tw nhién ¢ Nam b nhiéu thuén loi, do d6 tinh hao phéng cang c6 co hoi
de phat trién. Ciing vi thé, dan Nam b it c6 su nhin nai trudc thir thach cua cude
song bang nguoi dan xi Trung va Bic. Dicu nay khong han 14 dung. Phéng ting,
mot chat ty tai, it lo xa, d6 13 ca tinh dé tim thay & con ngudi Nam bo. Nhung bén
canh d6, trong ho lai tiém tang mot dirc tinh gan da, diing cam, long quyét tm va
mot chut phiéu luu mao hiém néu khong noi la lidu. Ho da quyet tam thi lam cho
bang dugc, chdp nhan moi thtr thach, dd quyét thuc hién diéu gi thi “troi gam
khéng nha”. Ho can cu, chiu kho ngau nhién va ¢ ca su liéu linh. Hoan canh song
noi day di dua day ho vao cai thé éy Boi trong ho lubn c6 tam li: dén day da la
son cung thuy tan. Ho khong co gi dé mat, cang kién nhan s& dugc nhiéu hi vong
hon. Pay ciing 13 nhiing li do giup ching ta hiéu vi sao mat mua lua nay Cai tuan
Budi (Con nha nghéo) van khong nan chi “lang xang mua giong ma, mudn trau
cay...” lam tlep, chd doi mua sau s& c6 két qua tot hon. Nguoi noéng dan trong tac
pham cta HO Biéu Chanh thudng c6 suy nghi: “Chiu cwc khé si nhuc kiép nay,
dang kiép sau dwgc an nhan sung swéng.” (Ngon c6 gié dua). Néu khong thi cling
vi “ting thé” nén phai duong dau véi thir thach, mot phen lam lidu “mé rimg lam
rugng” dé mong d6i doi. Mic cam “Minh nghéo lo lam rudng ma an” (Ngon co
gié dua, trang 68) da kéo nguoi ndng dan vao cong viéc san xuat. Dan dan ho trd
nén gan bé, thuy chung véi nd du phai chiu 1dm gian nan, nhiéu thir thach.

2.2 Trong nghia khinh tai

HO Biéu Chéanh 13 mot nha van dé cao dao li, dao li nhan nghia & do1. Mot kiéu dao
li rit Nam bo: “Kién nghia bat vi vé dong da”. Trong tac pham cua HO Biéu
Chanh pho bién kiéu nhan vat “trong nghia khinh tai”. Ho la nhimg con nguoi

“giita dwong thdy chuyén bdt bang chang tha”. Du nghéo kho, quanh nam doéi
rach, miéng com dn chang di no, 40 mic chua du 4am nhung ho van sin sang cuu
mang giup d& nhitng nguoi khon khd hon minh. Ong Sau Thoi, Lé Vian D6 trong
“Ngon c6 gié dua”; Huong su Cu trong “Con nha ngheéo”; ba Ba Thoi trong
»Cay ddng mui doi”; ba 130 nong dan, ngudi gitp Thu Nghia thoat déi va c6 chd
ta tac lic mdi vuot nguc trong “Chua tau Kim Quy” ... déu 13 nhimg con nguoi
lam viéc nghia mot cach ty nguyén, tu giac, khong mang loi 16c, khong doi hoi su
dén dap. Nguoi nong dan Nam bo v6n xuét than tir nghéo kho di cu vao Nam
cling 14 liéu minh di tim dat séng. Cho nén bén canh viéc ¢ san truyén théng doan
két cua dan toc, ho cang thuong yéu dum boc nhau hon, giup d6 nhau tao dung
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cudc séng, nhat 1a trong mot hoan canh méi la, day khé khan. Ho thuong két nghia
v6i nhau, séng chét c6 nhau, throng yéu nhau mot cach la lung. Lai ciing vi ho 1a
nhiing con nguoi 1am vao hoan canh bé tic, phai ra di tim dat sdng trong mudn
ngan cai chét, cho nén ho rat chudng nghia khi, quy trong tinh ban be, tinh huynh
dé, giang hd nghia hiép, coi khinh tién tai, sdn sang xa than vi nghia. Lé Vin Do
thiy canh mot ngudi gia yéu dang choi voi gitra dong nudc, thi khong con biét ai
ngai song to gio 1on, mot minh boi xudng ra gitra dong nudc hlem nguy dé ctru
song 6ng Sau Thoi thoat duge nan. Lé Van Do ciing timg 1én tiéng bénh vuc che
chd cho Ly Anh Nguyét, mot c6 gai yéu dudi bi ké x4u him hai; Huong su Cu
(Con nha ngh&o) 1a mot thanh nién nghéo ma biét séng vi nghia, d3 dang tay che
cho cho cudc doi cua ¢6 Tu Lyu...Viéc nghia ma nguoi néng dan trong tac pham
ctia H6 Bi¢u Chanh thuong l1am 14 nhiing viéc rat binh thuong nhung c6 nhiéu y
nghia, khong phai ai cling c6 thé lam duogc. C6 thé d6 chi 1a hanh dong “ldt dat v0
buong bung rd com ngudi ra thi con dwoc vai chén...Tré vé moc it con mam l6c
nho dem ra cho Thu Nghia an” (Chla tau Kim Quy) cua mét ba lao néng dan
hay viéc lay 20 dong bac danh dym dé mua thuéc ctru ¢6 Tu Lyu ciia anh Huong
su Cu (Con nha nghéo). Ciing c¢6 khi d6 lai 1a mét viéc 1am rat cao ca, thé hién
tdm 10ng bao dung nhan 4i cua con ngudi Nam bd. Ba ba Thoi trong tic pham
“Cay ding mui doi”, hoan canh gia dinh ciing nghéo kho, chong lai bo di bién
biét, séng tro troi moét than mot minh. Thé ma ba da mang mot dua tré vé nudi, boi
ba khong thé 1am ngo trudc mot dira bé ngay tho vo tdi bi virt bo qua nhin tim
nhu thé. Ciing vi nudi dira bé 4y ma ba phai nhan lay nhitng 16i xi va, nghi ngd cta
chéng. Anh Huong su Cu (Con nha nghéo) con 1a mot thanh nién c6 trai tim cao
thuong, biét c6 Tu Lyu da khong con trong trang nhung anh ta di rong 1ong tha
tht, cudi vé 1am vg, cuu mang ca dra con bi bo roi cua ¢c6 Tu Lyu. Tinh cadm cha
con cua anh Cu that cao dep, n6 dugc chan hoa trong chitr nghia, n6 dugc hun duc
tir long nhan &i, dugc nudi dudng boi sy bao dung. Vi thé, khong gi c6 thé lay
chuyén duoc.

Noéng dan Nam bo thuong 13y “dao nghia” 1am phuong chdm sdng va hanh dong.
“Pao” & day dugc hiéu 13 dn & cho phai dao, hop 18 phai & doi. Con “nghia” 1a
nghia khi, 1 an & thuy chung, dam x4 than vi viéc 16n, khong e hiép nguoi thé co,
khong phan biét sang hén trong cach ung xur. Biét dao nghia thi moi tranh chap déu
¢6 thé dugc giai quyet trong quan hé anh em, bé ban, khong can sy can thiép cua
luat phap nha nuéc. Vé co ban, nhitng ngudi trong dao nghia lay nghia khi dé dai
nhau, dd dam lam thi dam chiu, khong chap nhan dé ngudi khac lanh thay trach
nhiém cua minh. Tinh cach nay c6 thé nhan thay noi Lé Van D6 (Ngon cé gib
dua), anh ta diing cdm nhan minh 1a L& Van D¢, tén tu bi truy nad. Bdéi vi anh
khong mubn mot ngudi khac chiu tdi oan e, nhan hinh phat thay cho minh. Dau
biét réng ra nhan t6i 12 dén voi tram diéu cay déng kho nhuc, 13 bo lai tit ca san
nghiép ma minh da day cong xdy dung bay lau mdi co dugc, 1a khong con co hoi
dé thyc hién 11 hira v6i Anh Nguyét, sé cuu mang Thu Van... Xem nhu cudc doi
ctua anh khong con gi.

Hanh dong cua nhan vat 1a phuong tién quan trong dé thé hién tinh cAch nhén vat.
Ho6 Biéu Chanh c6 su chi y miéu td hanh dong nhan vat. Mac du nha van con gilt
thoi quen truyén thong, miéu ta hanh dong theo trinh ty thoi gian nhung van tao
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nén dugc nét riéng. Nhan vat ngudi nong dan trong tiéu thuyét Hb Biéu Chanh
khong chi hanh dong theo nghia ma con vi nghia. Vi nghia ma dau tranh chéng lai
nhiing gi mang tinh bét nghia. Viét vé con nguoi Nam b, nhirng con nguoi 6 tinh
khang khai, khong chiu cui 1on, thi khong thé thiéu nhiing hanh dong quyét liét,
tuy c¢6 phan hung hing nhung minh bach: danh giy tay tén nha giau dam duc, héo
sic (Thi Nghia ddanh T4n Than — Chda tau Kim Qui); rach mit ké co tién ma

“chuyén di pha danh gid cua con nha nghéo”(Ba Cam rach mat ciu hai Nghia —
Con nha nghéo). Khi can phai ra tay dé tring tri gian ac, nguoi vi nghia khong
biét so gi ca. Ddi voi ho, cai nghia phai lam la trén hét. Néu dugc 1am viéc nghia
ma phai nhan 1ay su thiét thoi cho minh, ho van vui vé chap nhan. Hanh phtc duoc
song hét minh cho cai nghia ¢ do1 da khién ho dam lam tét ca. D61 khi ho cting lidu
nhung li¢u ma van to ra vé hién ngang thach thirc trude cai xau, nguoi xau. Ba
Cam (Con nha nghéo) ting tuyén bd: “Qua rira nhuc cho em ma qua ¢ ti, thi qua
vui long lam, khéong hai chi ddu ma so™.

Dbi voi nguoi néng dan Nam bo, chir “nghia” khong duoc hiéu mét cach chung
chung, triru twong, khd cing nhu chit “nghia” cia Nho giao, n6 dugc giai thich
mot cach cy thé, ham chura cai gan giii, ma ciing dugc ung dung phd bién. No
khong chi thé hién trong mdi quan h¢ gitra nguoi voi nguoi, ma con ¢ nhing mdi
quan hé khac. N6 c6 thé toat 1én tir tinh cam gan bo thuy chung voi xom lang,
manh vuon, thira ruéng hay cong viéc lao dong san xuat von da quen thudc dbi vai
ngudi néng dan. Ngudi nong dan Nam bd quen dii dau mua nang noi rudng dong.
Cudc song lam 1i v6i nhiéu lo toan & lang qué di trd thanh mau thit ddi véi ho.
Giita ho véi cudc séng ay duong nhu rat ning “nghia tinh”. Cho nén, khé 1ong ma
chia cit duoc. Nhitng con ngudi “khinh tai” iy khong dé gi bi cam dd trudc vat
chat xa hoa hay tién nghi noi thi thanh. Nhan rdi, thanh thoi chua han 1a cudc song
hanh phac doi v6i ho, néu budc ho phai xa roi nhiing tap tuc, thoi quen lau doi. Ho
s& lung tang, dau kho dén toi nghiép khi phai thay d6i cach séng, phai tir bo rudng
vuon, phai chia tay véi cong viéc san xuat... Anh Huong su Cu trong “Con nha
ngheo” 1a mot truong hop tiéu biéu: “Cu sinh truong trong chon thén qué, hoi nhé
cGi trau hay, dén Ion cam cay gioi, ting quen nhé ma, gat lia, tat nuée, dap bo,
ché khong quen cam choz quét nha, cham gié lau gach”. Do do, “Cu khong thé
nao givip viéc tai nha gidy dwoe”. Cu cam thay minh khong thé “phu tinh” voi lang
qué dé thich nghi cudc séng noi thi thanh; khong thé bo cai cay, cai cudc dé cam
gidy, bé muc “Tuwr nho chi lon em quen nghe lam rugng, lam nhw trén nay em lam
khéng dwoc. Em & ngodi dong dai ndng dam mua, thuo nay quen réi, bdy gio lam
o trong tu tung chat hep, bit hoi gio em chiu khong néi. Em mudn xin véi anh ba
cho em tro vé dong ddng kiém ruéng mwén ma lam”. Khong chi ning nghia, ta
con ¢o thé nhan thiy noi day nét phong ting cua nguoi néng dan Nam bo: thich
sdng cudc doi thanh than tw do ¢ rudng dong hon 1a phai bon chen hon thua ¢ chén
d6 thi. Piéu kién tu nhién va sinh hoat cua kinh té néng nghiép di tao nén tinh
cach phong tung ay. Nong dan Nam b it bi cau thuc boi nhiing thién kién ning né
¢ hu cua tu tuong phong kién. Nén san xut nho, phan tan da dan dén cach lam
an sinh sdng tuy tién, ding hon 13 theo s¢ thich c4 nhan, dan dan di tao cho ngudi
ndng dan ca tinh ty do, ghét sy tu ting, rang budc chat che.
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2.3 Béc true, thing than

Boc tric thing thin 1 tinh cach tiéu biéu cia con ngudi Nam bo, nhat 13 nguoi
n6éng dan Nam bd.Nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét Hb Biéu Chanh it c6 dién bién tam 1y
phtrc tap hay tran tro, glang x¢é ndi tim. HO Biéu Chanh ché ¥ miéu ta ngoai hinh,
cur chi, hanh dong, nhat 12 ngdn ngit cia nhan vat da thé hién thanh cong tinh cach
boc truc thing thin cia con ngudi Nam bo. Thong qua cach néi hay ndi dung 1oi
n6i, c6 thé nhén ra tinh cach cta con ngudi. Nong dan Nam b bdc truc théng than
do d6 noi ning it vian chuong, rao don. Ho nghi sao nodi vay, “ndi thang rudt
ngira”’, khong thich che day gidu giém. Cho nén méi c6 ciu “Rudt dé ngodi da”.
Nhén biét Vinh Thai (Khéc thim) xao quyét, muu md, co nhiéu tha doan dé boc
16t, cudp cong cua ngudi ngheo, thang Mau di khong ngan ngai phan tich ti mi
cho ban né nghe: “Dudng gat gao, dc djc lim, khéng biét thwong ai hét. Dudng
tinh viéc ndao thi dudng ciing muon giét con nha nghéo. Phdi ma hom qua anh
nghe dudng noi chuyén voi td thé thi anh méi ghé. C6 Hai tir té, ¢6 gdp thang
chong gi bap tram qud nhw vy khéng biét.” (Khéc thim).

Tinh cach boc truc, thang than ciing duoc H6 Biéu Chéanh tap trung thé hién qua
nhan vat Thi T4 trong tic pham “Con nha nghéo”. Bat binh trudc viéc 1am that
duc cta cdu Hai Nghia, Thi T6 khac hin v6i chong, am thim chiu dung nhuc nhi,
chi ta quyét liéu mot phen dén nha ba Cai vach tdi cau Hai Nghia, con dam thdt ra
nhitng 101 khang khai: “Tao chit phdi ai hay sao. Tao so la so ngwoi phdi kia, ché
nguoi nhue vy tao dé so dau. Giau thi giau chit ¢6 phép nao ma giét nguoi ta duoc
hay sa0.” (Con nha nghéo). Ho Biéu Chanh d3 khéo 160 dit vao cira miéng nhan
vat nhimng 10i noi that tu nhién, thé hién ding tinh cach ctia ngudi phu nit néng dan
Nam bo. Sy 4p buic ning né cua ké giau co, nhiéu thé lyc khong thé 1am thay doi
tinh cach 4y & ngudi phu nit nong dan nay. Pén lic da bi dudi, khong con chdn
nuong than, khong c6 rudng dé canh tac, chi ta van thang thin bao cung chong:
“Khéng can gi, ¢ ddy khéng dwoc thi 1én trén Binh Phii Tdy ma 6, ho gidi ho theo
lén d6 ho dudi dwoc nita, t6i méi so.” (Con nha nghéo).

C6 nha nghién ctru cho rang Nam b6 soéng rach chang chit, ruéng dong bao la, néu
khong chiu ndi su ap bue, thong tri cua quan lai hay dia chu thi nguoi ndng dan chi
can xuong ghe thuyén di tim mot mién dat hira khac. Pam lay, rudng hoang con
thiéu gi, san sang don nhan nguoi dén v& dét 1ap nghiép. Do d6, nong dan Nam bo
s€ khong “chiu trdn” nhu chi Dau trong “T#t dén” cua Ngo Tat To. Ciing vi thé
ma néng dan Nam bo thuong cé tinh khang khai, boc truc, it chiu ludn cbi va kém
thi doan. Gian thi noi ngay, c6 tinh lira rom, ¢6 khi ciing rat hung hing nhung roi
con gian s& cudn di theo séng nudc rudng dong bao la.

Theo quan niém cta HO Biéu Chanh, ngudi nong déan ciing c6 ké vay nguoi khac.
Trong mot gia dinh, Cai tuan Budi thi cam chiu, nhan nhuc khong mudn phan
khang, s¢ gay thém hoa 16n. Nhung vo va em trai ctia Cai tudn Buoi thi khac han.
Nghe chuyén Tu Luwu bi cdu Hai Nghia cudng ép roi bo roi, Ba Cam khong thé
kiém nén duoc con gian, don dudng cau Hai Nghia hoi ti, roi rach mat cau Hai
Nghia. Lap luan cia Ba Cam rét dit khoat va khang khai: “T6i muéon ghi trén mdt
né vdi cdi theo cho thién ha hé ngé thdy thi nhé né la dira chuyén di phd danh gid
cua con nha ngheo, dang tranh né ma théi.” (Con nha nghéo). Anh ta da giai
thich mdt cach that tha nhung dat khoat vé viéc 1am cta minh: “Poi troi dat hai,

158



Tap chi Khoa hoc 2009:12 153-161 Truong Pai hoc Can Tho

doi biét chirng ndao méi ¢é. Tha téi lam phirc mét cdi cho né ton. Toa cé day toi di
nita, toi cting cam tam”. Nhan vat Ba Cam da thé hién rd thai do khong chiu cti
dau trude thé luc bao tan cia ngudi nong dan Nam bd: “Khéng phdi liéu mang.
Qudn gidu ¢é ma dn & moi ro' qud, lam hién véi né sao dwoc kia*.

Uy quyén cua giai cp thong tri khong thé ap dao ndi tinh thang thin cta ngudi
néng dan. Doi dién voi Pham Ky, L& Van Do ching hé so sét, da thdt ra nhirng 161
nao 1 “éng la mot dng quan bdt nhon”, ndo 1a “’sao dng fu vi nha giau ong khong
noi toi, lai theo bdt ma hai nguoi dan ba ngheo hen bi tai nan nhu vay. Toi noi cho
ong biét, néu ong bdt con ndy thi téi phdi lén tinh ma cdo ong, vi téi khong danh
dé cho ong hai mot nguoi nghéo hén vo tgi” (Ngon 6 gié dua). Tuy nhién, ban
chat cting ran cia nguoi nong dan doi khi bi bién thanh mot “khi gioi yeu ” trong
nhiing tinh hudng can sy déo dai, uyen chuyén hay khon khéo. HO Biéu Chanh
duong nhu ciing ¢6 y dinh thé hién diéu nay cho nén di tao dung cac chi tlet Thi
T (Con nha nghéo) sau khi dén nha ba Cai Hiéu néi rd sy that vé chuyén xau cia
cau Hai Nghia thi moi viéc da bi roi tung 1én. Chi ta bi bat dong trang 7 ngay, Cai
tuan Budi phai van xin, cau khan hét 10i, cudi cing ca nha bi dudi ra khoi dat ba
Cai... Hay Thi Nghia ndng gian ra tay trimg tri TAn Than r6i thi phai nhan iy an
tl oan trc, gia dinh kho sé tan nat.

Cau nbéi mang vé yém thé, dam tinh tiéu cuc, thu dong cua Cai tuan Budi khong
phai la hoan toan khong c0 li: “Néu ma minh cir 6 trong nha, minh dirng cé néi téi
ai hét thi ai ma bat minh dwge.” (Con ngha nghéo). Ho Biéu Chanh da dé nhan
vat néi ding phan nao thue té cia cudc song. Nhung quan diém séng nhu thé thi
kho duoc chap nhan. Nhat 14 trong hoan canh ngay nay, khi ma lich sir da chung
minh chi c¢6 dau tranh chong ap buc bat cong thi con nguodi mai co thé dat dugce
hanh phuc that sy.

Boc truc 1a dire tinh c6 mat tot nhung cling c6 mét han ché. Nguoi boc truc sé dé
di dén thiéu can trong, kém té nhi, khong ludng trudc hau qua cua sy viée, cling
khong tao dugc sy ap dao dbi phuong. Doi vi mot con nguodi nhu cdu Hai Nghia
ma Thi TS dem sy thanh tht va thang thin d¢ gidi bay: “Tir hom nd dé dén nay nd
tréng cdu né khéc cap mdt sung chu vu. Mot dém chi sang né om con khdc hoai
nén sinh bénh thuy nita. Cdu xuong ma coi tay chun minh may no sung hip. Ong
thay Hoang ong biéu dwa 20 dong bac ding éng lam mot té thudc cho no uong, ma
né ¢é tién dau ma dwa. Cdu lam on dwa cho it chuc dong ding né uong thudc cdu
Hai” thi ket qua Thi T khong dugce toai nguyén con bi xua duoi, ham he du diéu.
Cai tinh té trong cach nhin vé cude song va nguoi doi cia H6 Biéu Chanh 13 & do.
Ong ludn dit vin dé xa hoi ciing nhu con ngudi ¢ nhidu goc d6 dé xem xét, danh
gia. Tiéu thuyét HO Biéu Chanh khong c6 su phé phan hay dé cao tir mot phia.

2.4 Binh di, hién lanh chit phac

Nguoi nong dan Nam bd trong tiéu thuyét Ho Biéu Chanh 13 nhiing con nguoi
mang vé “chan qué”. Ho an mac, sinh hoat, néi nang don gian va cling rat tu
nhién. Ty nhién ma chan tinh. Ho Biéu Chéanh t6 ra ¢ sy quan sat ti mi vé cach an
nép & cia nguoi nong dan. Ong chi y miéu ta tir cai dang vé bén ngoai qua 16p
trang phuc cua timg loai ngudi mot. Néu 1a mot anh nong dan lam 18, cham lam,
lai that tha, qué mua thi at han khong thé c6 loai trang phuc nao khac hon trang
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phuc cta anh Tran Van Stru: “Anh ta mdc mét cdi do den nhin nhuc, mét cdi qudn
rdach lai dirt ta toi, dau bit trum mot cai khan ran, miéng ngam trau mét bling”
(Cha con nghia nang) Cudc sdng kho khin, dleu kién vat chat thiéu thon lai biét

“lieu com gap mam”’, nguoi néng dan Nam bo song rat binh di, khong ciu ky kiéu
cach, lai cang khong xa hoa. Cai binh dj 4y thé hién ngay trong cach 0, cach mac
va ca cach an cia ho nita. Di dudng xa x6i chi can vai nim com, d6i ba con mam
goi theo cting du cho ho hoan thanh mot chuyén di ctia minh, dy 1a nhiing chi tiét
dugc néi d&én trong Chula tau Kim Qui. Hay lic lam ddng xa nha ciing vy, bita
com cua ho that dam bac, gian don. Hb Biéu Chanh di khéo 1éo dua vao tac pham
nhing chi tiét rat doi thuong, day la blra an trua cua anh Stru:”... gat hét mot cong
roz anh ta leo lén bo ngoi nghi va phanh goi com ra ma an. Mot tay thi cam con
mdm sdt, con mot tay thi boc com nguoi, trén ddu troi ndng, dwdi chan lam bun,
ma anh ta an com coi bo ngon lim. An hét géi com, ben bu’O’c lai cdi viing gan do,
bum tay miic meoc ma uong, roi khodt ma riea mdt ...” (Cha con nghia ning).
No6ng dan Nam bo song binh di cho nén it mo udc cao xa, cling chang c6 nhu ciu
16n lao cho cudce song Hanh phuc dbi v4i ho 1a dugc com no, 40 am, gia dinh yén
on. Pi tham dong vé, thay lta tot, anh cai tuan Budi phan khoi trong 10ng, niém
vui nhu dang dang trao:”...tir hoi dn com chiéu cho téi liic do dén, di ra di vo cir
néi:” vdi troi mua thudn gié may nhw vay hodi cho t6i, thi téi mia ruéng minh
khéng mdt 500 giag lia”.” (Con nha nghéo). Su binh di & ngudi néng dan Nam b
con dugc goi lén ngay tur cai tén goi: Ba Cam, Cai tuan Buoi, Luu, Ba Thoi, Stu,
Cu, Mau, Cham . . . C6 cai gi d6 vira dan da, vira gan bo voi doi sbng nong nghiép
& ving dong bang séng nude phuong Nam.

Nong dan Nam bo thudng ddi di voi nhau bang tinh lang nghia xém that cao dep.
it biét loc lira, tinh toan hay muu lgi. Ma néu co tinh toan di chang nira thi do cling
chi la sy tinh toan thuong tinh cia con nguodi, ¢ doi ai cling mong cai 1gi cho
minh! Piéu dang noéi & day 1a néu ho c6 tinh toan thi cling khong 1am hai nguoi
khac. Ho 1a nhiing con nguoi song rat chan that. Anh Cai tuan Buéi (Con nha
ngh&o) mong mudn em gai minh c6 dugc tim chong tir té dé nwong than, cling suy
tinh rat nhiéu. Nhung cudi cuing di thanh that noi cho Huong su Cu biét rd vé viéc
c6 em gai minh khong con trong tring, khi Cu ngé ¥ mudn cudi c¢6 Lyu. Diu biét
rang nhu thé 13 thiét thoi cho em minh.

Hb Biéu Chanh nhn rd ban tinh hién lanh, that tha ctia ngudi néng dan Nam bo.
Ong da viét vé nhitng con ngudi giau 1ong vi tha, nhiéu rong luong bao dung, c6
cot cach hién lanh. Nong dan Nam bo trong tiéu thuyét H6 Biéu Chanh 13 nhimng
ngudi it dé long chira dung sy han thu chay bong. Trong “Chua tau Kim Quy”,
mot tic pham duge mo phong tir truyén cia Alexandre Dumas (pére) (Le Com te
de Monte Cristo), Tha Nghia 13 nhan vat duoc H6 Biéu Chanh phong theo nhan
vat Dantes nhung anh néng dan Thu Nghia du da chiu nhiéu oan tc, dang cay cling
chi phién muén, x6t xa, chtr khong nung nau chi bao thu trong subt ca thoi gian
ngdi ti nhu Dantes. Dé rdi dén luc ra ti 1ap nén ca mot ké hoach bao thu that sic
sio. Thii Nghia dd dé dang x6a thu quén han, chi khac da ghi tAm 4n nghia cia
nhitng ngudi tot va lo bao dap sao cho that ven toan.

Qua cai nhin ctia H6 Biéu Chanh, c6 khi nguodi néng dan Nam bo hién lanh chét
phéc dén murc qua thi¢t tha cho nén, khong hicu rd long da ké nha giau gian ac. Ho
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ca tin, hi vong vao long tot cua dia chii. Anh Lé Vian D6, luc ting quan da timg
ngdy tho “dén nha Bd ho Cao mwon gao vé an d&”. Anh Cai tudn Budi khong
nhan thfiy tam dia cua nha ba Cai, cir nghi ho tdt bung ma tha thtr cho vo chéng
minh. Do d6 da lay ta on ho mdt cach thanh that dén dang thuong, trong khi chinh
ho la ke dé tao ra bao song gid cho gia dinh anh. Du v6 tinh hay c6 chu dich, khi
nha vin dua nhitng chi tiét trén vao tac pham, s& goi cho ngudi doc cam nhén tac
gia c6 phan thuong hai truée sy thi€t tha, ngay ngd cua ngudi nong dan. Day la hat
san sot lai trong ndi com gao maoi thom lung. N6 khong thé lam mat di nhiing gia
trj von c6 ctiia ndi com, nhung khién ngudi ta thay khoé chiu khi can phai né.

3 KE T LUAN

O dau thé ky XX, H6 Biéu Chéanh 1a ngudi di tién phong trong viéc doi méi, dwa
tiéu thuyét Viét Nam budc vao thoi ky hién dai. Ong di ra strc cay x6i, gieo trong
dé bién ‘canh dong van chuong chir quo”'c ngit” Nam b hay con dang “hoang
hod™ ay tré nén xanh tot, tri phu. Co thé noi rang: dén thoi diém Ho Biéu Chanh
Vlet tiéu thuyét bang van xudi qudc ngir, chwa ¢6 nha van nao quan tam dén cudc
song doi thuong, dé phat hién ra nhiéu vé dep tinh cach & nguoi nong dan Nam bo
nhu 6ng. Mac du con han ché trong cai nhin vé ngudi nong dan Nam bo nhung Ho
Biéu Chanh van thé hién dugc su yéu thuong, cam thong va c6 phan tran trong ddi
v01 nguoi nong dén. Ong d3 viét vé ho bang tat ca tdm long cua mot nha van dang
c6 su xoa dan khoang cach giita bac tri thirc cdp cao véi quan chung lao dong
ngheéo kho, “nhip ddp trdi tim cia nha van dwong nhw dd hoa nhip véi nhip ddp
con tim cua nhitng nguoi bi doa day, bat hanh. C6 thé coi éng la nha van ciia
nong dan Nam bo ciia Iong mong mudn xdc ldgp mét mdt bang nhéan di cho cudc
song hang ngay.” (8, 10). Phai chang, vi the ma tac pham ctua H6 Biéu Chanh tao
dugc tam don nhan rong rii va co sic séng lau bén trong 1ong cong chung binh
dan.
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